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CHILDREN: 


BEING 


An Exad Account of the Conver- 
ſion, Holy and Exemplary Lives, 
and Joyful Deaths , of ſeveral 
young Children, | 


| By fames Faneway, Miniſter of the 
; Goſpel. 
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| —— Safer little Children to come 
| #1to me, and forbid them mat : 
| for of ſuch is the Kingdoms of 
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Toall Parents, $ chool- ma- 


flers and School-Miſfreſſes, or any 
that baye eny hand in the Educaticn 
of. Children, 4 


| Dear Friends, FEE 


Have oft thought 'that Chriſt 

fpeaks'..to, you' , as Pharaoh's 
Daughter did eo Moſes's Mether'; 
Take this Child and Nuirſe 'it for 
me. Q Sirs, 'conſider what a pre- 
'cious Jewel is committed to your 
_ charge, what an advantage you 
have "to -ſhew your love to Chriff, 
to ſtock' the next Generation with 
Noble Plants, and what a joyful 
account you may make, if you be 
faithful : Remember, Souls, Chriſt, 
and Grace, ' cannot be over-valued. 
I confefs you have ſome diſadvan- 
cages, but let that only excite your 


-To Parents and 


diligence 3 the Salvation of Souls» 
the commendation of your Maſter, 
-the greatnefs of your reward, and 
everlaſting glory, will pay for all. 
Remember the Devil is act work 
hard, wicked ones are induſtrious, 
and a corrupt nature is a rugged 
knotty piece to hew ; but be not 
diſcouraged, I am almoſt as much 
afraid of your lazineſs and unfaith- 
fulneſs, as any thing. Do but fall 
to work luſtily, and who knows but 
that rough ſtone may prove. a Pil- ; 
-ar in the. Temple of .God ? In the 
Name of the living God, .as you 
-will anſwer, it ſhoxtly at,his Bar, 
I command you to be. faithful in 
Inftrufting and. Catechizing your 
young, ones 3 If you think ring to0 
peremptory, Ipray read tl | 
mand from my Maſter. himſelf, Dex. 
6.7. Is not the duty clear? and 
dare you negle& ſo direct a Com- | 
mand? Are the Souls of your Chil- | 
dxcn of no value? Are, you wing b-- 
—_— > that 
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e com- | 


Teachers of Children. 


that they ſhould be Brands of Hell F 
Arc you indifferent whether they 
be Damncd or Saved ? ſhall the 
Devil run away with them without 
controul? Whl not you uſe your 
utmoſt endeavour to deliver themi 
from the wrath to come? you {ſee 
that they are not Subjects uncapa- 
ble of the Grace of God 3 what- 
ever you think of them; Chriſt 
doth not ſhght them they are not 
'toO little to dye, they are not too 
little to go to Hell, they are not 
too little to. ſerve' their great Ma- 
fter , too little to go to Heaven 5 
For of ſuch is the Kingdom of Got : 

And will not a pollibility of their 
Converfion-and Salvation, put you 
upon the greateſt diligence to teach 
them ? Or are Chriſt, and Heaven; 
and Salvation, ſmall things with 
you ? If they be, then indeed: F 
have done with you : but if they be 
not, I beſcech you lay about you 
with all your might; the: Devil 
A 4 knows 


' Parents and 


krows your time is going apace, 
it will ſhortly , be too late.F O 
therefore what you do, do quickly 3 
and do it, I fay, with all your 
might, O pray, pray, pray, and 


live holily betore them, and 


take ſome time daily to ſpeak a 
Hittle to your Children, one 'by 
one, about their miſerable conditi- 
on by Nature: I knew a Child 
that was converted by this ſen- 
tence, from a godly School-miſtrefs 
in the Country, Every Mothers 
Child of you are by Nature Chil- 
&ren of wrath. Put your Children 
upon Learning their Catechiſm , 
and the Scriptures, and getting to 
. pray and weep by themfelves after 
Chriſt : take heed of their compa- 
ny 3 take heed of pardoning a lye 3 
take heed of letting them miſpend 
- the Sabbath; -put them, I beſeech 
you, upon imitating theſe ſweet 
Children 5 let them Read this Book 
prer an hundred times, and obſerve 
how 
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ha... 


Teachers of Childres, 
hew they are «ffeGed, and ask them 


_ - what they think of thoſe Children, 


and whether - they 'would not be 


fuch * and follow-what you do with 


earnelt' cries to' God, -'and be in 


travel to ſee'Chriſt formed: in their 


Souls. I have prayed for: you, I 
have oft prayed for your Children, 
and I love them dearly; and:I have 
prayed over theſe papers, that 
God would ſtrtke in with them, and 
make-therh efFeUtual to the good of 
their Souls. Incourage your Chil- 
dren to read this Book , and lIead 
them to improve it, What is pre- 
ſented, is faithfully taken from ex- 
perienced ſolid Chriſtians, ſome of 
them no way mwelated. to the 
Children, who themſelves were 
Eye and Ear-witneſſes of God's | 
works of Wonder or from my 
own knowledg, or from Revercad 
eodly Miniſters, and from Perſons 
that are of unſpotted reputation 
for Holineſs, Integrity and Wiſ- 

AS dom,, 
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dom and ſeveral paſſages are taken. 
verbatim in writing, from their dy- 
ing:Lips.. I, may add. many, other ; 
excellent Examples, if: I have -any 
encouragement in this Piece.. That 
the - young generation may be far | 
more. excellent than this , is the 
Prayer of one. that dearly loves little 
Children, no | 


Fames Faneway. | 


PREFACE: 


Containing 


DIRECTIONS! 


Fc 


CHILDREN... 


0U cpndei 4 

Lambs ) what other: good 

| Chbildten: bave done, and- 

f remember how they- wept” - 

| andiprayed by. themſelves «bom eara 

* meſily they cryed ont" forum amtereſt: in” 

| the Lord clus Chriſt; May- yow 108: 

f rea how dutifnl they. were. to their: 

Parents 2. How diligent: at' their 
.1 Books'£ 
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The Preface; 


Books? bow ready t0 learn the Scrip- 
ture, and their Catcchiſms ? Can 
you forget what Dueſtions they were 
. wont to ak? How much they feared 
a lye, bow mngh they abhorred naugh- 
2y conrpany, bw holy they lived, how 
dearly they were loved , how joyfully 
they died ? 

But tell me,;,my dear Children, and 
zell me truly, Do you do as theſe Chil- 
dren did ? - Did you-ever ſee your mi- 
ſerable jiate by Nature ? Did you ever 
get by your ſelf and weep for ſin , 
and pray for grace and pardon ? Did 
you ever goto your Feather and Mo- 
25er, or Maſter, or Miſtreſs, and beg 
of them to pity you, and pray for you, 
and to teach you what you ſhall do to 
be ſaved, what you ſhall do to get 
Chriſt, Heaven and Glory ? Doſt thowx 
live 2o.be taught good things ? Come 
tell me truly, my dear Childs for T 


would fain do-whet I can poſſibly to 


keep thee from falling into everlajt- 
ing Fire, Tewou'd fain haus.you one 


of boſe little oxer, which Chriſt will 


tahe | 


— —— 


The Preface. 
z#ake into bis Arms and bleſs: How 
doſt thou ſpend thy time? is it in pley 
and Idleneſs , and with wicked Chil- 
dren 2 Dare you take Gods Name in 
vain, or ſwear, or tell a lie? Dare 
you do any thing which your Parents 
forbid you, and negle( to do what they 
command you ? Do you dare to run « 
and down wpon the Lords day ? or ; 
you keep in to read your book, and t0 
learn what your good Parents com- 
mand you ? What do you ſay, Child ? 
Which of theſe two ſorts are you of ? 
Let me 4alk a little with you, and ok 


you a few Duet ions. 


1. Were not theſe Children ſweet 
Children, which feared God, and were 
dntiful to their Parents ? Did not their 
Fathers and Mothers, and every bed 
that fears God, love them, and oraifs 
them? IWhat do you think is become 
of them, now they are dead and gone ? 
Why, they are gone to Heaven, and 
are ſinging Hallelujabs with the Au- 
gels: They ſee glorious things, and 
having nothing but joy and pleaſure, 
they 


The Preface. 
they ſhall never ſin no more, . tbey ſhall 
never be beat anymore, they: ſhall ne- 
ver be fick;; or'1n pati any more, 


' 


2. And would not you have your” | 


' Fathers love ; your Mothers Commens 


| dation ,, your Maſters. good word ? 


Would not you bave. God and Chriſt 
love you ? And would you not fain go 


#0 Heaven when you die? And line © 


with your godly-Parents in Glory , and 
be happy fur ever ? 


3. Whither do you think thoſe | 


Children go,” when they dye, that will. | 
net do what they are bid, but play. the | 
Truant, and Lye,. and ſpeak naughty. | 
words, and break the Sabbath ? Whi- | 
ther do ſuch Children go,do you think? | 


Why, 1 will tell you, they which Lye, 


muſt go to their Father the Devil into- 


everlaſting burning ; they which never 
pray ,. God will pour out bis wrath 


on them , and when they-beg and. | 


pray in Hell Fire, God will not for- 


give them, but there they mu(t lye for 


gVEre 
4+ 434 are you willing. to go #0 
| Hell 


— —_ 
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Hell to be burned with the Devil and 
his Angels ? Would you-be inthe ſame 
condition with naughty Chilren? O 
Heli is a terrible. place, that's, worſe 
s thoufand times than whipping 5 Gods 
anger is worſe than your Fathers ans 
ger; and are you willing to anger 
God ? OCbild, this: is moſt certainly 
true, that all that be wicked, and die 
ſo, 'muſt be turned into Hell, aud if 
any:be once there, there is #0 coming out 
again. | 

5. Would you not do any thing in 
the World rather than be thrown into 
Hell Fire ? would you. not. do any 
zhing, in the World to get Chriſt, ang 
grace and glory? | 

6, Well now,what will you do?. will 
you read this book alittle, becauſe 
your good Mother will make you do it, 
and becauſe it is a little new Bock, but 
4s ſoon as ever you bave done, run away 


{* ' 20 play, and never think of it ? 


7. How art thou now affefted, poor 
Ebild, inthe Reading of this Bock ? 


Have you ſhed ever a tear fince you 


begun 


Es 
IE eee. 
9 ee nan 
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begun reading ? Hove. you been by 


your ſolf” upons your knees , and beg- 
ging that God would make you like 
theſe bleſſed Children? or ave you as 
you-uſt to be, as careleſs, and. fookſfh 
or diſobediems, andwicked as ever? 
8. Did yow never hear of a little 
Child that died? and if other Children 
die, why may not you be ſick and die? 
end what will you do then, Child, «if 


youſhould have no grace in your heart, 


and be found like other naughty | 


children ? 


9, How do you know but thas you | 


may be the next. Child that may. die 7 
and where are you tben, if you be 108 


God's Child ? 


to. Wilt thou tary any longer, 
my dear Cbild, before thou men to 
thy chamber , and beg of God to grve 


thee a Cbrift for thy Sol, vhat thou 


mayeft a0t be uydone for even? Wilt 
thau get ' profintly into @ corver to 
moep and pray ? Methinks I ſee po 
pretty Lamb” begin to weep 

thinks of getting by bimſelf, Ayer 


[3 


- 


| 
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as well s he can cry untothe Lord, v0 
meke bim one of theſe little ones that 
go intothe Kingdom of Heaven , Me- 
thinks there ftands a ſweet Child, 
and there another , that are reſolved 
for Chriſt and for Heaven : Methiakg. 
that little Buy looks as if he had a. 


' mind to learn good things. Methinks 


2 


7 you indeed ? Conſider; ' dear child, 


I hear one ſay, well, 1 will never tell 
8 lye more, I will uever keep any 
naughty Boy company move, they will 
teach me to ſwear, and they will ſpeak, 
naughty words, they do not love God. 
Ple learn my Catechiſm, and get my 
Mother to teach me to pray, and I will 
go to weep and cry to Chriſt, and will 
uot be quiet till the Lord hath given 
me Grace. O that's my brave Ebild 
indeed \ 

11. Bet will you not quickly far- 


| get your promiſe ? are you reſolved by 


the ftrength of Chriſt to be a good 
avild ? Are you indeed ? nay, but are 


God 
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God calls you to remember your Cret- 
tor ine the dayes of your Touth'y and he 
eakes it kindly when little oyes come 
t0 him, and be loves them dearly, and 
godly people, eſpecially Parents , and 
Maſters and Miſtreſſes, they have no 


greater joy, than-to ſee their Children 


walking in the way of trmtb. 


Now tell me, \my pretty dear Child, | 


What will you do? fhall I make you 
# Book ?. "Shall Ipray for you, and en- 
treat you ? Shall your Good: Mother 
; weep over you? © And will not you 
makes all glad, by your 'turnzng. 
quickly to the Lord ?-: Shall Chriſt tell 
you that he willdove-youw'? And will 
not you love him.? - Will you firave to 
he like. theſe Children? I am per- 
fſwaded, that Ged intends to do good 


to the Souls of ſome little Chidren by 


theſe Papers, becauſt he hath laid it 
fo- much. npon my htart to pray for 
them, 'and over theſe Papers , and 
thorow mercy. I have already. experia, 


enced, that ſomething of this nature | 


bath not been in vain: T ſhall give a 
word 


be trend 
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word of derefion, and ſo leave you. 


1. Take beed of what you know is 
naught ;, as lying, O that # a grie- 
vors fault indeed; and naughty words, 
and taking the Lords name 1n vain, 
and playing upon the Lords Day, and 
keeping bad company,and playing with 


 #ngodly Children : But, if you do go 
| #0 Sghoel with ſuch , tell them that 


| God will not love them, but. that the 


| 


Devil will bave them, if they continue 


to be ſo naught. 


..2, Do what your F ather and Mo- 
ther. bids you, chearfullys, and take 
beed of dojng auy:thjug that they for- 


'bid you. . -. | 


__ . 3-Bediligent-in reading the Scrip- 
tnre, and learning your Catechiſm; 
and what you do.not underſtand, to be 
fare aſh the meaning of, SEL” 
4. Think a little ſometimes by your 
ſelf about God and Heaven, and your 
Soul, and where you.-ſhall go when you 
die, . aud what Cbrift came into the 
world for, : ; 
5. And if you baue nogreat mind 
82 


"The Preface, 


to do thus, but had rather be at play, 
then think what i it that makes me| 
that T db not care for good things, #s | 
this like one of Gods dear Children #| 


z 


h 


ff 


a 


I am afraid'T am none of God's Child, e: 


1 feel I ds not love to come to Him: 


©, what ſhall 1 ds? Either Tranſt be 


Gods Child or the Devils, O, what 
ſhall I do ? I wonlld not be the Devils 
Cbild for any thing in tbe world. 

' 6, Then po to your Father or Mo-| 
ther, or ſome good body, and arh them. 
what thou ſhalt do to. be Gods Child ;| 
and tell them that thou art afraid, 


and that thou canft not be contented, | 


til! thou. haſt got the love of God. 

7, Get by thy ſelf, into the Cham- 
ber or Garret, and fall upon thy kpees, 
and weep and mourn, and tell Chrif, 
thou art afraid that be doth nos love 
thee, but thou-would faiu bave bis love ;| 
beg of bim to give thee his Grace and 
pardon for thy fins, and that he would 
make thee bis Child: Tell Gad thou 
doſt not care wha don't love thee, if 


God will but love thee ; ſay to bim, 


Fatber,| 


b 


—_— - 
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' Fathir, baſt thou not a bleſſing for 
p, me, thy poor little Child? Fotber, 
e| haft thou not a bleſſing for me , even 
s | for me? O gives Chrift,, O. give me 
?| aChriſt; O let me not .be undone for 
1, ever : tbusbeg, as for your lives, aud 
2) be not contented till you have an au- 
be| ſwer 3 and dothus every day, with as 
at | much earneſtneſs as you can, twice 8 
lr gay at leaſt. 
$. Geve your ſelf up to Chriſt : ſay, 
[o-| dear Feſus, thow did(t bid that little 
m Children ſhould be ſuffered tocome wnto 
1;| thee; and Lord, I am come as well 
d,' as 1 can, would fain be thy Child: 
d,| take my beart, and maks it bumble , 
8ud meck,, and ſenſible, endobedient : 
n-| Tpive my ſelf to thee, dear Jeſus, do 
es,| what thou wilt with me, ſo that thou 
is,| wilt but love me, and give me thy 
we grace and glory. | 
veil] ge Get acquainted with godly pee- 
nd| ple, and arhthem good queſtions, and 
ld) endeavour to love their talk, 
a” . 10, Laboxr to get 6 dear love for 
| Cliit; readtbe Hiſtory of Chriſt's 
mM, WW ſufferings 
"Fr, 
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ſufferings z and ack the reaſon of bis 


ſafferings , and never be contented till 


you ſee your need of Chriſt, and the ex- 


eellency and uſe of Chriſt, 

' It. Hear'the moft powerful Mini- 
fters, and read the moſt ſearching 
Books ;, and pet your Father to buy you 


Mr. White's Book for little Children, | 


81d A Guide to Heaven. 


12. Reſolve to continue in well- 


doing-all your dayes ;, then you ſhall be | 


one - of ' thoſe" ſweet "little ones that 
Chrift will take into his Arms, and 
Bleſs, and give a Kingdom, Crown 
and. Glory to. And now dear Chil- 
dren, I have doite, T have written to 
you, T have frayed for you , but what 
you will do, Tean't tell. O Children, if 
yon love me, if you love your Parents, 


if you love your Souls, if you' would | 


ſcape Hell Fire, and if -you would live 
in Heaven when you dye. do your go and 
do as theſe good Children ;'and that you: 
may be your Parente Joy, your Conn- 
treys bonour,and live in Gods fear, 'and 
dye in bis love,is the prayer of your deaf | 
Friend, .' 


| 


| 
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4 of one eminently converted be- 


” tween Eight and Nine years 
"8 old, with an account T her 


d Life and Death. 

"5 9» fp 
T- RS... Sarah How!:y when 
d) - ſhe was between. cio! 1nd 


#F) nine years old, was cairicd by _ 
-r:c1ds 


2 oken 
Friends to hear a Sermon, where the 
Miniſter Preached upon Matthews | 
11.30, My yoak #4 eafie, and my bur- 
den i light : In the applying of which ' 
Scripture, this Child was mightily : 
awakened, and made deeply ſenſible 
of tht condition ofher Soul, and her 
need of a Chriſt 3 ſhe wept bitterly | 
eo think what a caſe ſhe was in ; 
and went home and got by her ſelf 
into a Chamber,and upon her knees | 
ſhe wept and cryed to the Lord, | 
as well as ſhe could, which might 
eaſily be perceived by her eyes and | 
countenance. 

2. She was not contented at this, | © 
but ſhe got her little Brother and F 
Siſter into a Chamber with her, and 
cold them of their condition 'by | | 
nature, and wept over them, and 
prayed with them and for them. | 

| 3. Aﬀeer this ſhe heard another 
Sermon upon Prov. 29. 1, Hethae 
being often reproved, hatdenethb bis | P 


beart , ſhall ſnddenly be deſtroyed, | _ 
F!7 3 i 
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and that without remedy : At which 
ſhe was more affeced than before , 
and was ſo exceedingly ſolicitous 
avout her Soul, that ſhe ſpent a 
great part of the night in weeping 
and praying, and could ſcarce take 
any relt day or night for ſome time 
together deſiring with all her Soul 
to cſcape from everlaſting flames , 
and to get an intereſt in the Lord 
Jeſus 3 O what ſhould ſhe do for a 
Chriſt ! what ſhould ſhe do to be 
ſaved ! 

4- She gave her ſelf much to at- 
tending upon the Word Preached, 
and ſtill continued very tender un» 
der it, greatly favouring what ſhe 
heard. 

5, She was very much in ſecret 
prayer, as might eaſily be perceived 
by thoſe who liſtened at the Cham- 
ber Door, and was uſually very im- 
portunate, and full of tears. 

6. She could ſcarce ſpeak of fin, 
Or be ſpoke to, but her heart was 

ready 


4 4 Token 


ready to melt. : 
7. She ſpent much time in read- 
ing the Scripture, and a Book called 


The bejft Friend in the worſt times; | 


by which the work of God was 
much promoted upon her Soul, and 
was much direced by it how to get 
acquaintance with God , eſpecially 


PETIT AT: 


roward the end of that Book. A- 
nother Book that ſhe was much de- | 
lighted with, was Mr. Swinnocks | 
Chriſtian Mans Calling, and by | 


this ſhe was taught in ſome meaſure 
to make Religion her buſineſs. The 


Spiritual Bee was a great companion | 


of hers, 

8. She was exceeding dutifu} to 
her Parents, very loath to grieve 
them in the leaſt 3 and if ſhe had at 
any time ( which was very rare ) 
offended them , ſhe would weep 
bitterly. 

9. She abhorred lying,and allow- 
ed her ſelf in no known 11n. 

19. She was very Conſcientious 
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in ſpending of time, and hated idle- 
neſs, and ſpent her whole time ei- 
ther in praying, reading, inſtruct- 
ing her little Brothers, and work- 
ing at her Needle, at which ſhe 
was very ingenious. 

11. When ſhe was at School, ſhe 
was eminent for her diligence , 
teachableneſs, meekneſs and mo- 
deſiy, ſpeaking very little; but when 
ſhe did, it was uſually very ſpiri- 
tual, | 

12, She continued in this courſe 
of Religious Duties for ſome years 
together. 

13, When ſhe was about four- 
teen years Old, ſhe brake a Vein in. 
her Lungs (as is ſuppoſed), and oft 


did ſpit blood,yet did alittle recover 


again , but had ſeveral dangerous 
relapſes. 

14. At the beginning of Zanxary 
laſt ſhe was taken very bad again, in 
which fickneſs She was in great di- 
ſtreſs of Soul. When ſhe was firſt 

B 2 taken 
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taken, ſhe ſaid, O Mother, pray, 
Pray, pray, for me, for Satan is ſo 
buſie that I cannot pray for my ſelf, 
I ſee I am undone without a Chriſt, 
and a pardon ! OI am undone ! un- 
done to all Eternity ! 

I5. Her Mother knowing how 
Grious ſhe had been formerly, did 
a little wonder that ſhe ſhould be 
in ſuch agonles 3 upon which her 
Mother asked her what fin it was 
that was ſo burdenſome to her ſpi- 
rit : O Mother, faid ſhe, it is not 
any particalar Sin of Omillion or 
Commiſſion, that ſticks ſo cloſe to 
my Conſcience, as the Sin of my na- 
ture > without the blood of Chriſi, 
that will damn me. 

16. Her Mother asked her what 
ſhe ſhould pray for, for her? the 
anſwered, that I may have a ſaving 
knowledg of Sn and Chriſt; and 
that TI may have an aſſurance of 
Gods love to my Soul. Her Mo- 


ther asked her, why ſhe did (| 47 
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ſo little to the Miniſter that came 
to her? She anſwered, that it was 
her duty with paticrice and filence 
to learn of them: and it was exceed- 
ing painful to her to ſpeak to any. 
17. One time when ſhe fell in- 
toa fit, ſhecricd out, O I am go- 
ing, I am going : But what ſhall I 
do to be ſaved ? O what ſhall I'do 
to be ſaved? Sweet Lord Jeſus, 1 


. will lye at thy feet, and if I periſh; 


it ſhall be at the Fountain of thy 
mercy. | 

18, She was much afraid of pre- 
ſumption, and dreaded a miſiake 
in the matters of her Soul, and 
would be often putting up ejaculati . 
ons to God, to deliver her from 
deceiving her ſelf. To inſtance in 
one: Great and mighty God, give 
me faith, and true faith, Lord, that 


1 may not bea foolith Virgin , ha- 


ving a Lamp and no O,1. 

19. She would many times be 
laying hold vpon the Promiſes, 
B 3 and : 
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and plcad them in prayer. That | 
in Mzt. 11-28, 29. was much in| 
her Tongue, and no ſmall relief to| 
her ſpirit. How many times would| 
ſhe cry out, Lord, haſt thou not. 
ſaid, Gome unto me al ye that are wea« 
ry gud heavy laden, and 1 will give) 
you reſt | 
as © Another time her Father 
bid her be of good cheer , becauſe 

the was going, to a better Father ;| 
at which ſhe fell into a great paſlt- 
on, and ſaid, but how do I know 
that? Lama poor {inner that wants 
aſſurance s O, for aſſurance ! It was 

{iill her Note, O, for aſſurance! 
This was her great, earneſt, and 
conſtant requelit to all that came 
to her, to beg aſſurance for her; 
and, poor heart, ſhe would look 
with ſo much eagerneſs upon them, 
as if ſhe defired nothing in the 
world ſo much, as that they would 
pity her, and help her with their 
praycrsz never was poor Creature 
more 
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more earneſt tor any thing, than ſhe 
was for an aſſurance, and the Light 
of Gods Countenance : O the pice- 
o0uU3 moan that: ſke would mzke ! 
O the agonics that her Soul was 
in! 

21, Her. Mother askt ' her, if 
God ſhould fpare her life, how 
ſhe would lives truly Mother, faid 
ſhe,, we:-have ſuch baſe hearts that 
L.car't tell; we are apt to promile 
great things 3 when we-are fick, but 
when we are recovered, we are as 
ready to forget our ſelves, and-to 
turn again unto folly ; but T hope 
I ſhould be'more carcful of my 
time and wy foul, than I have 
been, 

22, She was full of natural af- 
tection to her Parents, and very 
caretul leafi her Mother ſhouldbe 
tired out with much watching. 
Her Mother (aid , how (hall I bear 
parting with thee when I have 
ſcarce drved my eyes tor thy Pro- 

B 4 thcr ? 
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ther ? She anſwered, The God of | 


love ſupport and comfort you 3 it 


is but a little while, and we ſhall ' 
meetin Glory, IT hope. She being | 


very weak, could ſpeak but lit- 


tlez' theret ore her Mother faid, | 
Child, if thou haſt any comfort, lift | 


up thy hand, which ſhe did. 
23+ The Lords day before that 
in which ſhe died, a Kinſman of 


£ 


hers came to. ſee her, and asking . 


of her, whether ſhe knew him, 
ſhe anſwered yes, I know you, 
and I deſire you would learn to 
know Chriſt : you are young, but 
you know not how: ſoon 'you may 
die 3 and O to die without a Chriſt, 
it is a fearful thing: O redeem 
Time, O Time, Time, Time, pre- 
cious Time! Being requeſted by 
him not to ſpend her ſelt: ſhe faid, 
ſhe would fain do all 'the good ſhe 
could while ſhe lived, and when 
ſhe was dead too, 'if pothble ; up- 
on which account, ſhe deſired that 
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a Sermon might be Preached at the 
Funeral concerning. the preciouſ- 
neſs of Time, O that young ones - 
would now- remember their Crea- 
tour ! 

24. Some Miniſters that came to 
her, did with carneſineſs, beg that ' 


the Lord would pleaſe to give her 


ſome token for good, that ſhe 
might go off triumphing 3; and Bills - 
of the ſame Nature were ſent to ſe- 
veral Churches, EL 
25, Aﬀer ſhe had: long waited 
for an anſwer of thcir prayers, ſhe- 
ſaid, Well, I will vemture my ſoul upou © 
Chriſt. -. 3 
26. She carricd it with wonder- 
ful patience, and yet would often 
pray that the Lord would give her: 
more patience, which the Lord an- 
{wered to aſtoniſhment } for con-- 
ſidering the pains and agonies- 
that ſhe wasin , her paticnce was - 
next toa wonder; Lord, Lord give 
me patience, ſaid ſhe, that I'may- 
B $S: not > 
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not diſhonour thee, 

27, Upon Thurſday, after long 
waiting , great fears, and many 
Prayers, when all her Friends 
thought ſhe had been paſt ſpeaking, 
to the aſtoniſhment of her Friends 
ſhe' broke forth thus with a very 
audible voice, and chearful Coun- 
tenance: Lord, thou haft promi- 
ſed: that whoſoever comes unto 
thee, thou wilt in no wiſe caſt ont 
Lord, Icome unto thee, and ſure- 
ly thou wilt in no wiſe caſt me out. 
O ſo {weet ! Orſo glorious is Jeſus ! 
O I have the ſweet and glorious ]e- 
ſus; heis (ſweet, he is ſweet, he 
is ſweet ! O the admirable love of 
God in ſending Chriſt! O free 


grace to a poor loft Creature ! And | 


3 
3 
|» 


F 


' 


thus ſhe ran on repeating many of | 
thele things a hundred times overs | 


bat her Friends were ſo aſtoniſhed | 


foſce her in this Divine Rapture, 
and to hear ſuch gracious words, 


_ and her prayers and deſires ſatisf1- 
cd, 
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ed, that they could not write a quzr” 
ter of what ſhe ſpoke. 

28. When her ſoul was thus ra- 
viſhed with the. love of Chriſy 2rd 
her tongue ſo highly engaged in the 
magnifying, of God ; her Father, 
Brethren, and Sitters, with other 
of the Family were called, 70 
whom ſhe ſpake particularly, 35 
her ſtrength would give leave. She 
gave her Bible as a Legacy to ane 
of her Brothers, and dcfircd him 
ſo uſe that well for her (. ke , and 
added tohim and the rcſt . G make 
ufe of time to get a Chriſt for your 
Souls; ſpend no time in rvnning 
up and down in playing, O get a 


Chriſt. for. your Sovls while you are 


young, remember now your Cita- 
tOr:betore your Come to a fjck-bed 3 
put not off this great work til; then, 
tor then. you wil/ find it a hard 
work indeed. Thknow by - expurt- 
ence, the Devil will cl] you it 15 
time enoughzand ye are yourg, what 

Nec 
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need you tobe in ſuch haſte ? You 
will have time enough when you 
are old. But there fiands one 
C meaning her Grand-mother) that 
ſftayes behind, and I that am but 
_ "ng, an going before her. O 
the.ctore make your Calling and 
Election ſure, while you are in 
health. But I am afraid this will 
be but one nights trouble to your 
thoughts; but remmember, theſe are 
the words of a dying Siſter. Oif 
you knew how good Chriſt were ! 
O if you had but one taſte of his 
{weetneſs, you would rather go to 
him a thouſand” times, than ſtay in 
this wicked world. I would not 
for ten thouſand, and ten thouſand 
worlds part with my.intereft in-Chriſt. 
O how happy am I that am going; 
to everlaſting Joyes! FE would not. 


go back again for twenty thouſand. 


worlds; And: will not you. ſtrive 
to get an intereſt in Chriſt ? 


26, After this, looking.upon one- 


of 
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of her Fathers Servants, fhe ſaid; 


What ſhall I do? What ſhall F do 
at that great day, when Chriſt ſhall 
ſay to me, Come thou Bleſſed of 


my Father inberit the Kingdom pre- 


pared for thee? and ſhall ſay to the 
wicked, Go thou curſed into the 
Lake that burns for ever: What a 


pricf is it to me to think that I ſhall 


fee any of my friends that I knew 
upon Earth turned into that Lake 
that burns for ever! O that word 
for ever / Remember that for ever 
I ſpeak theſe words to you, but 
they are nothing, except God ſpeak 


toyou too; O pray, pray, pray ,. 
that God would give you grace! 


and then ſhe prayed, O Lord finiſh 
thy work upon their Souls, It will 
b2: my comfort to ſee you in glory ; 
but it will be your everlaſting hap- 

pines. | 
30, Her Grandmother told her 
ſhe ſpent her felf too much 3. ſhe 
ſaid, I caze not for that, if I _ 
0 


| 


| 
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do any Soul good. O with what 
vehemency, did ſhe ſpeak, as if her 
heart were in every word ſhe ſpoke. 

; 31. She was full of Divine. Sen- 
_kences, .and aJ}moſt all her diſcourſe 
\ from the firſt to the laſt in the time 


others, ina wcrd, like a continued 
SETIMON» | | 
32. Upon Friday, after ſhe had 
had ſuch lively diſcoveries of Gods 
love, ſhe was exceeding, defiros to 
die, and crycd out, Come Lord Je- 
ſas, come quickly, conduct me to 
thy Tabernacle; I am a,poor crea- 
ture, withont thee : but Lord Jeſus, 
my ſoul longs to be with thee; O 
when ſhall it be? Why pot now, 
dear Jeſus? Come Lord Jeſus, corre 
quickly 3 but why do I ſpeak thus ? 
Thy time dear Lord is the beſt; © 
give me patience, 
. 33. Upon Saturday ſhe ſpoke ve- 
ry little ( being very drowſie ) yet 
now 


of her ſickneſs, was about her Soul, | 


Chriſls (weetneſs, and the Souls of : 


: 


for Children. i 


now and then ſhe dropt theſe words, 
How long ſweet Jefus, finiſh: thy 
work {ſweet Jeſus, come away ſweet 
dear Lord Jeſus,come quickly;{weet 


Lord help, come away , now, now 


dear Jeſus, come quickly; Good 
Lord give patience to me to wait 
thy appointed timez Lord Jeſus |, 
help me, help me, help me. Thus 
at ſeveral times ( when out of her 
ſeep) for ſhe was aſleep the greateit 
part of the day. 

34. Upon the Lords Day ſhe 
ſcarce ſpoke any thing , but much 
delired that Bills of Thanksgiving 
might be ſent te thoſe who had for- 
merly been praying for her, that 
they might help her to praiſe God 
for that full aſſurance that he had 
given her of his love; and ſeemed 
to be much ſwallowed up with the 
thoughts of Gods free love to her 
Soul. She oft commended her ſpi- 
rit into the Lords hands, and the 
laſt words winch ſhe was heard to 
ſpeak, 
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ſpeak, were theſe, Lord help, 
Lord Jeſus help, Dear Jeſus, Bleſſed: 
Jeſus---- And thus upon the Lords 
Day, between Nine and Ten of the 
Clock in the Forenoon, ſhe ſlept 
ſweetly in Jeſus, and began an 
everlaſting, Sabbath, February 19. 
1670. 
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EXAMPLE II. 


Of a Cbild that was admirably affet- 
ed with the things of God, when be 
was bet ween two and three years 
Old, with a brief account of bis Life 
and Death, 


I; Certain little Child, whoſe 
Mother had dedicated him 
to the Lord in the womb : when he 
could not ſpeak plain , would be 
crying after God , and was greatly 
deſirous to be eaught good things. 
2. He could not endure to be put 
to Bed without family duty, but 
would put his Parents upon duty, 
and would with much devotion 
kneel down, and with great pati- 
ence and delight continue til] duty 
was atan end, without the leaft ex- 
prethion of being weary 3 and he ſee- 
med never ſo well pleafed, as when 
he was engaged in duty. 
3, He 
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3. He could not be fatisfhed with 
Family-duty, but he would be oft 
upon his knees by himſelf in one 
corner or other, 

4. He was much elighted in 
hearing. the, word of God cicher 
read or preached. 

' 5. Heloved to goto School tha. 
he might learn ſomething of God, 


and would obſerve and take, great 


notice of what he had read, and come 
home and, ſpeak of it with much af- 
ſection; and he would rejoyce in 
his book, © and ſay to his Mother, 
O Mother, [ have had a ſweet leſſon 
to day, will you pleaſe: to give me 
leave to fetch my book that you may 
hear it? 

6. As hegrew up, he was more 
and more aff-Acd with the things of 
another world, {o that if we had not 
received our information from one 
that is of undoubted fidelity, it 
would ſeem incredible, 

7. He quickly learned to _ 
the 
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the Scriptures, and wonld, with 
great Reverence, Tenderneſs and 
groans read, till tears and ſobs were 
ready to hinder hime. 

S. When he was at ſecret prayer, 
he would weep bitterly. 

9. He was wont cftcn times to 
complain of the na. ghtineſs of his 
heart, and feemcd io be more grie- 
ved for the Corruption of his Nas 
ture than for any actual ſin. 

10. He nad a vaſt Underſtand- 
ing in thc things of God, even next 
to a wonder, for one of his age. 

11. He was much troubled for 
the wandrings of his thoughts in du- 
ty., and that he could not keep his 
heart alway fixed upon God, and 
the work he was about, and his af- 
fecions conſtantly raiſed. 

12, He kept a watch over his 
heart , and obſerved the workings 
of his Soul, and would complain 
that they were ſo vain and fooliſh, 
and fo little buſted about ſpirituas 
things. 13. Al 
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13. As he grew up, he grew 
daily in knowledg and experience 
and his carriage was ſo heavenly, 
and his diſcourſe ſo excellent and 
experimental, that it made thoſe 
which heard it, even aftoniſhed. 

14. He was exceeding importu- 
nate with God in duty, and would 
plead with God at a ſtrange rate, 
and uſe ſuch arguments in prayer 
that one would think it were im- 
poſſible ſhould ever enter into the 
heart ofa Child 3 he would beg and 
expoltulate and weep ſo, that ſome- 
times it could not be kept from the 
ears of Neighbours ;z ſo that one of 
the next houſe was forced to cry 
out , the prayers and tears of that 


Child in the next houſe will fink me 


to Hell, becauſe by it he did con- 
demn his negle& of prayer, and his 
ſlight performance of it. 

15. He was very fearful of wick- 


ed company, and would oft beg of 
God. 
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God to keep him from it, and that 
he might never be pleaſed in them 
that took delight in diſpleafing of 
God: And when he was at any 
time in the hearing of their wicked 
words, taking the Lords Name in 


vain, or ſwearing, or any filthy 


word , it would even make him 
tremble, and ready to go home and 


16. He abhorred lying with his 


| Soul. 


17. When he had committed a- 
ny fault, he was cafily convinced of. 
it, and would get in ſome corner 
and ſecret place, and with tears 
beg pardon of God , and ſtrength 
againſt ſuch a fin. He had a friend 
that oft watched him , and liſined 


at his Chamber-door, from whom I 


received this Narrative. 
18. When he had been asked, 


whether he would commit ſuch a 
ſin again, he would never promiſe 


abſolutely, becauſc he ſaid his heart 
Was 
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was naught; but he would weep, 
and ſay , he hoped by the grace of 
God he ſhou!d not, 

19. When he was left at home 
alone upon the Sabbath days, he 
would be ſure not to ſpend any part 
of the day in Idleneſs and Play, but 
be buſied in praying, Reading in 
the Bible, and getting of his Cate- 
_ chiſm. 


20. When other Children were 


playing, he would many a time and 
oft be praying. 
21, One day a certain perſon 
was diſcourſing with him about 
the Nature, Offices, and Excellency 
of Chriſt, and that he alone can 
fatisfie for our fins, and merit ever- 
laſting life for us , and about other 
of the great Myſteries of Redempti- 
on: he ſeemed ſavingly to under- 
ſtand them, and was greatly delight- 
ed with the diſcourſe, | 
22, One ſpeaking, concerning 


the ReſurreFicn of the Body, he - 


did 


| 
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did acknowledg it 3 but that the 
ſame weak body that was buricd in 
the Church-yard , 'ſhould be raiſed 
again, he thought very ſtrange, 
buc with Admiration yielded, that 
nothing was impoſſible to God ; 
and that very day he was taken fick 
unto death. 

23. A Friend of his asked him 
whether he were willing to dye 


_ | when he was firſt taken fick; he 


anſwered, no; becauſe he was a- 
fraid of his ſtate as to another 
world ; Why Child, ſaid the other, 
thou didit pray for a new Heart, 
for an humble, and a ſincere Heart, 
and I have heard thee; didſi thou 
not pray with all thy heart ? Thope 
I did, faid he. 

24. Not long aftcr, the ſame 
perſon asked him again, whether 
he were willing to dic ? He anſwe- 


red, now I am willing, for I ſhall go 


to Chriſt. 
25. One asked him what ſhould 
X become 
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become of his Siſter, if he ſhould die: 


and leave her ? He anſwered, the 
will of the Lord muſt be done, 

26. He fill grew weaker and 
weaker, but carried it with a great 
deal of ſweetneſs and patience, wait- 
ing for his change 3 and at laſt did 
chearfully commit his Spirit unto 
the Lord , and calling upon the 
Name of the Lord , and ſaying, 
Lord Jefus, Lord Jeſus, In 
whole boſome he ſweetly ſlept , dy- 
ing as I remember, when he was a- 
bout five or fix years old, 
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EXAMPLE 1IL 


Of a littJe Girl that was wrought up-- 
' on, when ſhe was between four and 
five years' old; with ſome account of 
ber holy life and triamphant death. 


I, Ary 4. When ſhe was be- 
| tween four and five years 
| old, was greatly affected in heax- 
ing the word of God, and became 
very folicitous about her Soul and 
everlaſting condition, weeping bit- 
"terly to think, what would become 
of her in. another World , ask- 
, ing ſtrange queſtions concerning 
God and Chriſt, and her own ſoul : 
ſo that this little Mary, before (be 
was full frye years old, ſeemed to 
mind the one. thing ncedful, and to 
choole the better part, and-ſat at 
the feet of Chriſt. many a time and 
oft with tears. - 
| . 2+, She was wont to be much in 
| C ſecret 
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ſecret duty,and many times come off \ 
from her knees with tears. = 

3. She would chuſe ſuch times ! 
-and places for ſecret duty, as might | | 
Fender her leſs obſerved by others, | | 
and did endeavour” what pollibly | 
he could to+*conceal what ſhe was 
doing when ſhe was paged 1 in ſe- 
cret duty, f 

4. She was oreatly afrakd 68. hy- h 
pocrifie, and of doing any thing to | 
be feen of men, and to get commen- | 
dation and praiſe ; and when the | 
hath heard one of her Brothers ſay<- | 
ing,” that he had been'by himſelf at | q 
prayer, ſhe rebuked him ſharply;and | þ; 
told him how little ſuch! prayers « 6, 
- were like to profit him, and that | 
was little to his praife to 'pray like | 6: 
a hypocrite, and to be ghd that a- | {6 
ny ſhould know what he had beeh th 
doing. 

5. Her Mother being full of ſor- | he 
xow after the death of her Huf- | wj 


| band » this Child came to her Mo- | 6c 
| | ther 
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ther, and askt her why ſhe wept 
ſo *excecdin ly? her Mother an- 
ſwered,, + the. ad cauſe enough to 
weep, becauſe her F ather was dead : 


| No, dear Mother , faid the Child, 


you have no cauſe to weep ſo much, 
for God is a good God till to you. 
6. She was a dear, lover of faith- 
ful Minilters. One time after ſhe 
had eee hearing of Mr. Whitaker, 
the {aid-T love" ha t man dearly for 
the ſweet words that he ſpeakscon- 
cerning Chritt. 
7..Her Book was hex dehght, and 
Rs ſhe did read ſhe [oyed: to make 
her own, and cared not for paſſing 


4 over what ſhe Tearned without ex- 


traordinary obſervations and under- 
ſtanding 3 and many times ſhe was 
ſo ſtrangely affeGed; in, reading, of 
the Scriptures, that ſhe would burſt 
out -into tears, and would hardly 
be pacified, ſo greatly was [he taken 
with Chriſts ſufferings, the zeal of 
Gods Servant, = danger of a 

2 Da- 
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natural ſtate. ' 


8. She would” complain often- | 
times of the corruption.of her na- | 


ture, of the' hardnefs of her heart, 


that fhe could repent no'more-tho- | 
rowly , and be no-more humble | 


and grieved for her fins againſt a 
good' God 3 and when ſhe did thus 
complain , it'was with abundance 
ACCC... Þ | 

9. She was greatly concerned for 
the ſouls of others, and grieved to 
think 'of the miſerable condition 
that they were in 3 '\upon this ac- 
count, when ſhe conld handſomly, 
ſhe would be putting in ſome pret- 
ty (weet word for Chriſt ; ' but a- 
bove all, ſhe would do what ſhe 
could to draw the hearts of her bre- 


thren and ſifters after Chriſt; and 


| there was no' ſmall hopes, that her 

example and good counſel did pre- 
vail with ſome of them when they 
were very young, to get into cor- 
ners to pray, to ask very gracious 


k queſt | 
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queſtions about the things cf God. 

1o., She was very confcientivus 
in;keeping the Sabbath, ſpending 
the whole time either in reading, or 
praying » Or learning her Cate. 
chiſm, or teaching her _ Brevhren 
and Siſters. One' time ' when, ſhe 
was left at home upon the, Lords 
day , the got ſome other little, chil- 
dren,together with her brothers and 
ſiſters ; and inſtead of playing ( as 


_ other naughty children uſe rodo) 


ſhe told them, that that. was: the 
Lords day, and that they ought to 
remember that day to keep it holy ; 
and then ſhe told them how it was 
to be ſpent in religious exeiciſes all 
the day long, except ſo much as 
was to be.taken up in the works of 
neceſlity-and mercy 3 then ſhe pray- 
ed with them her ſelf, and among 
other things begged, that the Lord: 
would give grace and. wiſdom to 
them little . Children , that they 


| might know how to ſerve him as 


C 3 one 


"Pp 
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one of. the little ones in the compa« 


By with her, told afterwards, _ 

x1, She was a, Child of a ſtrange 
renderneſs and *Compaſlion to%all, | 
full of Bowels and Pity : whom ſhe | 
could not help, ſhe-would be ready. 


to weep over 3 eſpecially it ſhe oy 
her Mother at- any time troubled 
ſhe would quickly make her _ 
her own, and weep for her and with 


her. 
12. When her Mother had been 


ſomewhat.” ſolicitous about , any: 
worldly thing , ſhe , would , if ſhe, 
could pollible, put her off from her | 


care one way or other. One time 
ſhe told her, O Mother, grace is 
better than thatC meaning ſomething 
her Mother wanted )'F had, rather 


have grace and the love of Chriſt, 


than any thing in the world. 


« This Child was often muſi i | 


RY buſied in the thovghts of her 
everlaſting Work; witneſs © that 


TAE queſtion, "0 "what are they 


diy. 
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© | than her appointed food 3 fhe would 
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doing which are already in Hea- 
ven ? And ſhe ſcemed to be hugely 
deſirous to be among them that | 
were praiſing, loving, delighting in 
God, and ſerving: of- him without 
fin. Ker language was ſo ſtrange 
about ſpititual matters, . that ſhe 
made many excellent Chriſtians to 
ſtand amazed, as judging it ſcarce to 
be paralelI'd. 

I4. She took great dclight in- 
reading of the Scripture, and ſome 
P.ctof i: was more ſweet to her 
get ſeveral choice Scriptures by - 
heart, and diſcourſe of them ſa= 
vourly, and apply them ſuta- 
bly. ; 

15. She was not altogether a 
ſtrarzger to- other good Books, but 
would be reading of them. with 
much. affection; and where ſhe 
might, ſhe noted the Books particu- 
larly, obſerving what in the rea- 
ding did moſi warm her heart, and 

- C 44 ſhe 
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the was ready upon occaſion toim- | 


prove tt. 


16. One time a woman coming | 
into the houſe in a great paſſhon, | 
Tpoke of her condition, as if -ncne | 


were like hers, and it would never 
be otherwiſe; the Child ſaid, it were 
a ſtrange thing to fay when its night, 
it will never be day again. 

17, At another time a near Re- 
_ lation of hers being in ſome ſtreights 
made fome complaint, to whom 
the ſaid, I have heard Mr. Garter 
ſay, A man may goto Heaven with- 
out a Penny in his Purſe; - but not 
without Grace in his heart. 

13. She had an extraordinary 
Jove to the people of Godzand when 
ſhe ſaw any that ſhe thought feared 
the Lord, her heart would &n leap 
for joy. | 

19; She loved to be much by her 
' fFelf, and would be greatly grieved 
if ſhe were at any time deprived of 


2 coveniency for ſecret duty 3 ſhe 


could 
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could not live without conſtant ad- 
dreſs to God in ſecret ;and was not 
0 little pleaſed when, ſhe could ,go 
» intod corner to pray. and. w 
20. She was much, in praifin ing 

God, and ſ{cldom, or never com- 
plained of any thing | but fin. 

4 1, She Fapfiaveſhiy. ns coals 

raying a raft God 

23 M0 HTY eg oy ſweetuels 
to. her Parents, _ thoke that 
Gught her any thingz yep, ſhe did 
greatly encoutage ber Mother while 
ſhe was a Widow. and deſired that 
the: abſence of- 2 usband might 
in ſome. meaſure, be, made, up, by 
the dutifulpeſs and holineſs of. 
Child. She, ſtudicd all the ways 
that could be £O make her Mothers 
po 

| hen | ſhe was between Ele» 
wh pl Tx ele years old, ſhe lick- 
"fs, in . which ſhe carried.it with 
admirable paticnce arid ſweetneſs, 
and did, WIG, could with Scrip- 
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ture arguments to ſupport and en- 


courage her Relations to part with. 
ner that was' going to Glory , and 
to prepare theraſclves to meet hex tn” 


a bleffed' Eternity. 


23. She was not many days f ſick x 


before the was marked ; which ſhe 
firſt ſaw herſelf, and was greatly 
rcjoyced ' to! think” that ſhe was 
marked out for' the Lord, and was 
now going 'apace: to Chriſt. 'She 
called to hex Friends, and ſaid, I 
am marked .' but be not troubled, 
for I know I am mirked for-one of 
the Lords own. © One *atked her 
how. ſhe- knew: that? She anſ(we- 
red\, the Lord hath told me that I 
am-onc of his dear Children, And 
thus ſhe ſpake with a holy confi- 
dence in the Lords loye t©& f Her ſoul, 
and: was: not in the leaf daunted 
when ſhe ſpake-of her death” but 
feemed greatly: delighted'in the ap- 
prehznfion of her nearneſs to her 
Fathers houſe. And: it was not 


long | 
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long before ſhe was filled with joy 
unſpeakable in belicving. 

., 24, When ſhe juſt lay a dying, 
i . . her Mother came to her and told 
her ſhe was ſorry that ſhe had re- 
| proved and corrected fo good -a 
child ſo oft. O Mother, ſaid ſhe, ſpeak 
not thus, I bleſs God,. now 1 am 
dying; for your reproofs and cor- 
xections too 3 for it may be, I might 
have gone to Hell, if it had ngt. 
been for your reproofs and correi- 
Ons. | 

| 25. , Some: of. her Neighbours: 
| coming to viſit her , asked her it 
the would leave them ?- She ag{ſwer-- 
ed them, if you ſerve the Lord; you: 
ſhall come after me to glory. 

| 26, A little before the died: ſhe 
| had agrcatconflit with Satan, and: 
| cried out, I am none of his ;. her: 
| Mother ſeeing her in trouble, asK-- 
ediher what was the matter ?- She- 
an{wered:, Satan did: troubic. me;,. 
but now.I thank. God all is well; I 
kno 
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know am none of his, but Chriſts, 
27% After this, ſhe had a great 
ſenſe of Gods love , and a glorious 
fight, as if ſhe had ſeen the very 
Heavens open, and the Angels come | 
to receive her 3 by which her heart | 
was filled with joy, and her tongue 
with praife. ts | 
'28, Being deſired by the ftanders 
by to give them a particular account | 
ot what ſhe ſaw: ſhe anſwered, 
you ſhalt know hereafter; and fo | 
in an extaſie of joy and holy tri- 
umph , ſhe went to Heaven, when . 
the was about Twelve years old. 
Hallelujah. | E 
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4A Fourth Example of a Child that 
| began ta look towards Heaven wwhen 
ſhe was about four years old, with 


ſome obſervable paſſages in btr Life 
and at ber Death. | 


Is Certain lieele Child, ala 

ſhe was about four: years' 
old, bad a conſcientious ſehſe of 
her duty towards her Parents , be- 
cauſe the Commandment faith, Ho- 
nour thy Father and #by Mother : 
And though ſhe had little advantage' 
of education ,- ſhe carried it» with 
the greateſt reverence-to her Pa- 
rents imaginable, ſo that-ſhe was 
no ſmall credit as well as comfort, 
to them... 

2, It was no unuſual thing foe 
her to- weep if: ſheelaw:iher Parents 
troubled, though. her ſelf had'not . 
been the occaſion of it. | 

3. When ſhe came from Schoo), 
ſhe- would with gricf -and abhor- 


rency 
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rency ſay, that other Children had 
ſinned . againſt God: by ſpeaking 


grievous. words, which were fo bad 


that ſhe durſt-not ſpeak them again. 

: & She would b2'often times ad- 
miring of Gods mercy for fo- much 
goodneſs to her rather than to o- 
thers 3 that ſhe ſaw ſome wo 
others blind, ſome crooked., \and 
that ſhe wanted- nothing chat was 
good tor hcr. 

5+ She was many a time and of- 
ten in one hole or other in tears up- 
on her knees... + 

6, .This poor little thing would 
be ready to counſel other liette chil- 
dren how they ought to ſerve God. 
and putting them upon getting by. 


themſelves to prayz and hath been: 


known when her friends have been 
abroad, to have been teaching Chil: 


dren to pray, . cſpectally upon the. 


Lords Day. 
7. She very ſcriouſly begged the 


Prayers! of others, 'that they would- 


IcMcIne+ 
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| remember her, that che-Lord would. 
| give her Grace. | 


8. When-this ' Child faw ſome 
that were-laughing , whoſhe judg- 
ed to be very 'wicked ;- She told 
them, that ſhe feared that they had 


little reaſon: to be ſo metry. They 
| asked whether one” might not 


laugh *' She anſwered, 'no indeed 
till you have grace ; they who arc 
wicked have more need to oy than: 
tolauph. - - 

. 9, She would Gay: that it was the 
PR. a: of Parents, Maſters and' Mi- 
ſtreſſes , to reprove ( thoſe under 
their'charge )-for fin, elſe GE@F will 
meet with them. 

10, She would'be very attentive 
whewhe read' the Striptures, and' 
be much affeced with them. - ©-: 

11. She would by. no means be 
perſwaded to prophane the Lords 
Day, but would'ſpend it in ſome 
good Duties. 

12, When ſhe went to Schoo], 

it 
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it was willingly and joyfully ,. and 
ſhe was very teachable and exem- 
plary to, other children. :''7 
13+ When ſhe- was. taken, Gck, 
one ashed: her whether ſhe were 
willing to dic ? She anſwered, Yes, 
if God would, pardon her figs. Be- 
ing asked; how, her. ſins ſhould be 
pardoned? She auſweered; throegh 


the blood of Chriſt. -, 
14, She ſaid, -ſhe- did believe io 


Chriſt, and defired, and longed tq 
be with bim, and did with a great 
deal of. chearfulneſs give up - .hes 
foul. 

:Thire were very many. olarabio 
paſſages i in the Life ad Death of 


this. Child, , but the hurry and grief. 


that her friends were-in, __ 
them, _ (iv £5? 14 {\N; 
ex of 271 IO: (6 v7 43.6 4} | 


. __ 
* b 
ns FC DE The 


p—_ 


for Chilarex. 43 


The Fifth Example of the pions 
Life and joyful Death of- @ Child 
which dyed wben be' was about 
twelve years old, 1632. 


bs (Ow Bridgman had no” 
ſooner learned to ſpeak,but 
he becook himſelfto prayer. + 
3. He was very prone to learn 
the things of God. ORR TEU 
3. He would be ſometimes teach- 
ing them their duty that waited 
upon him. 
4, He learned by heart many 
good things before he was well fit - 
ro g0 to Schook: and when he was - 


. ſet to Schoo), he carried it fo, that 


all that obſerved him either-did or 
might admire him. O the {ſweet 
nature, the good diſpoſition, -the' 
ſincere Religion which was in this 


- Child ! | 


5, When he was at School, 


what was it that he defired to learn, 
but 
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but Chriſt and him crucified; 
* +6,: Sarcligious and ſavoury were 
his words, his actions fo upright, 
his devotion fo hearty , his fear of 
God lo great , that many were rea- 
\dy to fay. as they did of Fohn, What 
| manneraf Child ſhall this be ? 
* 2.7. He would be much in reading 
, the holy Scriptures. . 
" 8. He was deſirous of more ſpiri- 
' tual knowledg , and would be oft 
asking very ferious and admirable 
queſtions, | 
9. He would not fiir out of doors 
betore he had poured out his Soul 
to the Lord. 
' It. When he eat any thing, he 
would be (ure to lift up his heart 
unto the Lord for a bleiljng upon itz 
and when. he had moderately re- 
freſhed himſelf by cating, he would 
» not forget to acknowledg Gods 
goodneſs in feeding of him. 
wy _ 12, He would not lye down-in 
his: bed: till he had been upon his 
f knees 
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kneesz and when ſometimes he 
had forgotten his duty , he would 
quickly get out of his bed, - and 
kneeling.down upon his bare knees, 
covered with no Garment but his 
Linings, ask God forgiveneſs for 
that ſing, - . IT S 
. ..13,, He would: rebuke his . Bre- 
{gee 1 they were at ary time too 
naſty at. their. meals, and did' eat 
without asking a blelling z his check 
was uſually this 3, dare you do thus * 
PO be merciful unto us, this bit of 
read might choak us. 

14. Nis ſentences were wiſe and 
weighty, and well might become 
fome ancient Chriftian. 

15. His lickneſs was a lingring 
diicaſc , :againſt which, to. comfort 
him, one tells him of poſſefſtons that 
mult fall to his portion 3 and what 
are they, ſaid he ? I had rather have 
the Kingdom of. 'Heaven, than @ 
thoaſand fuch inheritances. 

16, When. he was fick,, he ſeem« 

ed 


\ 
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ed much'taken up with Heaven, and 

aSked very ſerious queſtions about 

the nature of his ſoul. -* * 5 
17. After he was'pretty- well ſa- 


 tisfied about that, he enquired how | 


his ſoul might be ſaved ;*the anſwer 
being made, by the applying of 
Chritts merits by- falth ;* he- was 
pleaſed with the anſwer ,' and Fa, 
ready to give any one that ſhould 
deſire it, an account of his hope. 
* 18. Being asked whether he had 
rather live or dye, he-anfwered, I 
deſire to dye, that I may'go to my 
. Saviour. i | 

I9, His pains encreaſing upon 
him, one asked him whether he 
. would rather fiilt endure thoſe 
pains, or forſake ' Chriſt? Alas, 
faid he; 1 know not what 'to ſay, 
being but a Child , for theſe pains 
may: ſtagger a ftrong min But I 
will ttrive to endure the beſt that 1 
can. Upon this' he called to: mind 
that Martyr Thomas Bilney 3 ' who 
| being 
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beivg in priſon, the night before his 
burning put his tinger into the can- 
dle, toknow how he could endure 
the fire. O ( ſaid the Child: )) had 
I lived then,, I would have run 
chrough the fire to have gone to 
Chriſt, | 

20, His ſickneſs laſted long, end 
. leaſt three dayes. befoxe his death 
he propheſficd his depdrture,andnot 
only that he muſt dye, but the. ve- 
ty day. -On the Lords day, faid 
he, look to me 3 neither was this 
a word. of courſe, whichiyou'may 
guels by his often repetition, every - 
day asking, till the day came indeed, 
what, is Sunday come ? At laſt the 
looke-for day came on 3 and no 
Ooner had the Sun beautified that 
morning with its light, but he falls 
into a trance 3 his eyes -wert fixed, 
his face cheerful , his lips ſmiling, 
his hands and face claſped in a 
Bow , as if he would have received. 
ſome bleſſed Angel ' that were at 


hand 
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hand to receive his ſoul : but he 
comes to himſelf, and tells them 
how he ſaw the ſweeteſt body that 
£ver eyes bcheld,' who bid him be 
of good cheer, for he muſt preſently 
go with him. 

21. One. that ſtood near him, as 
now ſuſpeRing the tire of his diſ- 
folation' nigh, bid him fay, Lord 
into-thy hands 1 commiend my fpi- 
rit, which is thy die 3 for why ? 
thou haſt redeemed it, O Lord my 
God moft true. © 

22, The laſt words which he 
ſpake, were exaQly theſe 3" Pray: 
pray, pray, riay yet pray, and the 
more Prayers ,*the better all prof- 
pers > God is the bet Phyſitiank 
into his hands 1 commend my 
ſpirit, O Lord Jeſus receive my 
ſoul : Now cloſe mine eyes : For. 
give me Father, Mother, Brother, 

Siſter, all the World. Now L am 
well, my pain 15 almoſt gone, my 
joy is at hand, Lord have mercy 

on 
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on me, O Lord receive my Soul un- 
to thee. And thus he yielded his 
Spirit up unto the Lord, when he 
was about twelve years old. 


This Narrative was taken pur of 
Mr. Ambroſe bis Life's Leaſe. 


The 
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The fixth Example of a' poor Child 


that was awakeued when ſhe was 
about five years old. | 


I, Certain very poor Child 
| A that had a very bad Fa- 
ther, but it was to be hoped a very 
good Mother, was by the Provi- 
dence of God brought to the ſight 
of a godly friend of mine, who upon 
the firſt fight of the Child, had a 
Sree, pity for him, and took an 
afteion to him, {and had a mind to 
bring him up for Chriſt; 

2, At the firſt he did with great 


ſweetnefs and kindneſs allure the | 


Child, by which means it was not 
.long before he got a deep intereſt 
in the heart of the Child , and he 
began to obey him with more readi- 
nel than Children uſually do their 
Parents. * 

3. By this a Door was opened 


for a farther work, and he had a- 
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greater advantage to inſtill ſpiritual 
Principles into the ſoul of the Child, 
which he was not wanttng in,as the 
Lord gave. opportunity, and the 
Child was capable of. 

4 It was not long before the 
Lord was pleaſed to ſtrike in with 
the ſpiritual Exhortations of this 
good man, fo that the Child was 
brought to a liking of the things of 
God. - | 

5. He quickly learnt a great part 
of the Aſſemblies Catechiſm by 
heart, and that before he could read 
his Primmer within Book ; and he 
took a great delight in learning his 
Catechiſm. | 

6. He was not only able to give 
a very good account of his Cate- 
chiſm, but he would anſwer ſuch 
queſtions as are not in the Cate- 
chiſm , with greater underſianding 
than could be expected of one of 
his age. 

7. He took great delight in dil- 

D courſe 


IE 


52 A Token 


courſing about the things of God:; 
and when my Friend had been ej- 
ther praying or reading, <xpound- 
ing or repeating of Sermons, he 
ſeemed very attentive, and ready 
to receive the truths of God, and 
would with incredible gravity, di- 
ligence, and affection, wait till du- 
tics were ended, to the no ſmalljoy 
and admiration of them which ob- 
ſerved him. 

8.” He would ask very excellent 


-queſtions, and diſcourſe about the 


condition of his ſoul and heavenly 
things, and ſeemed mightily con- 
cerned what ſhould become of his 
ſoul when he ſhould dye, ſo that 
his diſcourſe made ſome Chriitians 


'eyen to ſtand aſtoniſhed. 


9, He was greatly taken with 
the great kindneſs of Chriſt in dy- 
ing for finners,and would be in tears 
at the mention ofthem 3 and ſeemed 
at a ſtrange rate to be affeQed with 


the unſpeakable love of Chriſt, 
10. When 
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Io, When no body hath been 
tpeaking to him, he would burii 
out into tears 3 and being asked the 
reaſon, he would fay, that the very 
thoughts of Chriſts love to ſinners 
in ſuffering for them, made him that 
he could not but cry. 

11, Before he was fix years old, 
he made conſcience of a ſecret du-_ 
ty and when he prayed, it was 
with ſuch extraordinary meltings, 
that his eyes have looked red and 
ſore with weeping by himſelf for 
his ſin. 

12, He would be putting of 
Chriſtians upon ſpiritual diſcourſe 
vvhen he favy them, and ſcemed lit- 
tle'ſatisfied 3 nnleſs they vvere talk- 
ing of good things. 

13. Its evident, That this poor 
Childs thoughts vvere very much 
buſted about the things of another 
vvorld, for he vvould oftentires 
be ſpeaking to his Bed-fellovv as 
mid-night, about theimatter of his 
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ſoul; and when he could-not-ſleep, 
he would take heavenly conference 
to be ſweeter than his appointed 
reſt, This was his uſual cuftome, 
and thus he would provoke and put 
torward an expcrienced Chriſtian 
to ſpend waking hours in talk of 
God and the everlaſting reſt. 
14. Not long after this, his good 
Mother died, which went very near 


his heart , for he greatly honoured 


his Mother. 

15. Afﬀcer the death of his Mo- 
ther, he would often repeat ſome 
of the promiſes that are made unto 
Fatherleſs Children, eſpecially that 
in Exod. 22. 22. Te fhall not afflia 
any Widow or the Fatherleſs Child, 
if thou afflit them .in any wiſe, aud 
they cry at all unto me, I will ſurely 
hear their cry. _—_— Theſe. words 
he would often repeat with tears, 
and ſay.I am Fatherleſs and Mother- 
leſs upon Earth, yet 1t any wrong, 


me, 1havea Father in Heaven who 
T will 
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will take my part 3 to him I com- 
mit my {clf, and in him 1s all my 
truſt, 

16; Thus he continued' in 4 
courſe of holy duties, living in the 
fear of God, and ſhewed wonder- 
ful grace for a Child, and dicd 
{weetly in the Faith of Jeſus. 

My friend isa judicious Chiiftian 
of many years experience, who was 
no ways related to him, but a con- 
ſtant eye and ear-witneſs of his god- 
ly life, and honourable and chearful . 


death, from whom 1 received yhis 
information, | 
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Of a notorious wicked child, who was. 


taken up from begging, and admi- 
rably converted; with an account 


of bis boly Life and joyful Death, 


when he was xine years old, 

I Very poor Child of the 
Pariſh of Newingtox-Butts 
came begging to the door of a dear 
Cniitilan friend ot mine, ina very 
Jamcntable caſe, ſo filthy and nally, 
that he would even have turned 
ones ftomack to have looked on 
him: Burt it pleaſed God to raile 
ta the heart of my friend, a great 
pity and tenderneſs towards. this 
poor child, ſo that in Charity he 
took him out of the ſtreets, whote 
Parents were unknown, who had 
nothing at all in him tO commend 
him to any ones Charity , but 
his miſcry. My friend eying the 
glory 
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glory of God, and the good Of 
the immortal ſoul of this wretchec 
Creature , diſcharged the Pariſh ot 
the Child , and took him as his 
own, deſigning to bring him up'tor - 
the Lord Chriſt.. A noble piece ot. 
Charity! And that which did make 
the kindneſs far the grgater was, 
that there ſeemed to be very little 
hopes of doing any good upon th:'s 
Child, for he was a very Munlicr 
of wickedneſs, and a thouſand 
times moxe miferable and vile by 
his ſin, than by his poverty. He 
was running to Hell as ſoon as he. 
could go, and was old in naughti- 
neſs when he was young in years 
and one ſha!l ſcarce hear of one 
{olike the Devil in his infancy, . a3 
this poor Child was. What fin 
was there ( that his age was capa- 
ble of  ) that he did not. commit ? 
What by the corruption of his Na- 
ture, and the abominable example 
of little beggar boyes, he was ar- 
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rived to a firange pitch of impiety. 
He would call filthy Names, take 
Gods Name in vain, eurſe and 
ſwear, and do almoſt all kind of 
miſchief; and as to any thing of 
God, worſethan an Heathen. 

,2, But his ſin and miſery was 
but a ſtronger motive to that graci- 
ous man to pity him , and to do all 
that poſhibly he could to pluck this 
fire-brand out of the fire; and it 
was not Jong before the Lord was 
pleaſed to let him underſtand that 
he had a defign of everlaſiing kind- 
neſs upon the Soul of this poor 
child ; for no ſooner had this good 
man taken this creature into his 
houſe, but he prays for him, ard 
lzbours wita all his might to core 
vince him of his miſerable conditi- 
on by Nature, and to teach him 
ſomething, of God, the worth of 
his own Soul, and' that Eternity of 
Gloiy or Miſery that he was born 
two: and bleſſed be Free-grace, it 

was 
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was not long before the Lord was 
pleaſed to let him underſtand, that 
it was himſelt which put it into his 
heart to take in this Child, that he 
might bring him up for Chriſt. The 
Lord ſoon ſtruck in with his godly 
inſtructions, fo that an amazing 
change was ſeen in the Child, in a 
few weeks ſpace he was ſoon con- 
vinced of the evil of his ways no 
more news no:y of his calling of 
Names, Swearing, or Curfing 3 
no more takirg of the Lords Name 
in vainz now he 15civil,, and re- 
ſpeatful, and ſuch a ſtrange alte- 
ration waswropgf tiin the child,that 
all the Pariſh that rung - of- his vil- 
lany before, was now ready* to 
talk of his reformationz his com- 
pany , his: talk; his- imployment is 
now 'changed, and- he-15 like ano- 
ther creature; ſo that the glory of- 
Gods Free-grace began already- to 
ſhine-ir. him. | 

3- And this change was not on- 
| D 5 ly 
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| ly aneternal one, and to bediſcern- 
ed abroad, but he would get by 
himſelf, and weep and mourn bit- | - - 
terly for his horrible wicked life, as 
might eafily be perceived by them. | 
that lived in the houſe with him, 

4. It was the great care of his 
godly Maſter to ſtrike in with thoſe 
convidions which the Lord had 
made, and to improve them all he 
could ; and he was not a little glad 
to ſee that his labour was not in 
vain in the Lord ; he ſtill experien- 
ces that the Lord doth carry on 
his own work mightily upon the 
heart of the Child, he is ſtill more 
and more broken under a- fenſe of 
his undone fiate by nature; he is ofc 
in tears and bemoaning his loſt and 
miſerable. condition.” When his- « 
Maſter did. ſpeak of the things of* 

G od, hc. liſtened carnefily, and took 

ia with much greedineſs and-affeQi- 

on what he was taught? Seldom 

was there any diſcourſe about Soul- + 
| mat- 
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matters in his hearing,:-but he heard 
itas if it were for his life, aud would 
weep greatly. 

5. He would after his Maſter 
had been ſpeaking to him or others 
of the things of God, go to him, 
and quettion with him about chem, 
and beg of him to inſtruct and teach 
him ſurther , and to tell him thole- 
things again, that he might remem- 
ber and underliand them better. 

6. Thus he continued ſecking at- 
ter the knowledg-of God and Chritt, 
and prattiling holy dutics, till the 
ſickneſs came into the houſe, with 
which the chill was ſmiticen; at 
his firſt, fickning , the poor child * 
vvas greatly amazed and afraid, and 
though his pains were great,and the 
diſtemper very tedious, yet the 
ſenſe of his fin, and the thoughts of ' 
the miſerable. condition that he 
feared his ſoul vvyas (ill in, made 
his trouble ten times greater; he was 
in grievous agonies of ſpirit, and 
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his former fins ſtared him in the 
face, and made him tremble ; the 
poiſon of Gods Arrows did even 
drink up his ſpirits; the ſenſe of 
fin and: wrath: was ſo great, that 
he could: not tell- what in the world 
todo; the weight of Gods diſplea- 
ſure, and the thoughts of lying un- 
der If to all eternity, did even break 
him to pieces,and hedid«cry out very 
bitterly, what ſhould he do ? he was 
2 miſerable ſinner, andihe feared-that 
he ſhould go to Hell; his fins had 
been ſo great and ſo many that chere 
was no hopes for him.. He was not 
- by far ſo much concerned for his 
- life, as for his Soul, what would be- 
come of that for ever. Now the 
plague upon his body ſeemed no- 
thing to that which was in his-ſoul. 
7, But in this great diſtreſs. che 
Lord was pleaſed to ſend one to 
take care for his Soul, who urged 
to him the great and precious pro- | 


 miſes which were made to one in 
his 
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his condition, telling him-that there 
was enough in Chriſt for the chief- 
eſt of finners, and that he came to 
ſcek and fave ſuch a loft creature as 
he was. But this poor Child found 
it a very. difficult ching for him to 
believe that there was any mercy 
for ſuch a dreadful ſinner as he. had 
been. 
$. He was made to cry out of 
himſelf, not only for his ſwearing 
and lying, and other outwardly 
notorious fins 3 but he was in great 
horrour for the fin of: his Nature, 
for the vileneſs of his heart, and o» 
riginal corruption 3 under it he was 
in ſo-great anguiſh, that the. trou- 
ble of his ſpirit made him in a great 
meaſure to forget the pains of his 
body. | 
9. He did very particularly con- 
feſs and bewail his ſins with tears ; 
and: ſome fins fo ſecret that none in 
the world could: charge him with. 
10. He would condemn _ 
or 
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or fin, as deſerving to have no 
mercy, though that there was not 
2 greater ſinner in all Loxndox than 
himſelf, and he abhorred himſelf as 
the vileſt ercature he knew. 

11. Hedid not only pray much 
with ſtrong cries and tears himſelf, 
but he begged the prayers of Chri- 
fiians for him. 

12, He would ask Chriſtians , 
whether they thought there were a- 
ny hopes for him, and would beg 
of them to deal plainly with him, 
for he was greatly afraid of being 
deceived. 

13. Bcinginformed how willing 
and ready the Lord Chriſt was to 
accept of poor ſinners upon. their re- 
pentance and turning, and. being 
counſelled to venture himſelf. upon 
Chriſt for mercy and falvation,- he 
ſaid he would fain calt:himſelf upon 
Chriſt, but he could not bat won- | 
der how:Chrift ſhould be willing to | 
dye for {aca vile wretch.as he was 8 

an 
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and he foun1 it on? of the hardeſt. 
things in the world to believe. 

14, But at laſt it pleaſed the 
Lord to give him ſome fmall hopes 
that there might -be mercy for him, 
for he had' been the. chidfeſt of fn- 
ners 3 and he was made to layalit- 
tle hold upon ſuch promiſes, as that, 
Come #nto me all ye that are weary and 
heavy laden, and I will give you reſt. 
But O how did this poor boy- ad- 
mire and bleſs God for the leaft' 
hopes! How highly did he ad- 
vance free and rich grace that 
ſhould pity and pardon him ! and- 
at laſt he was ſo full of praiſe, and 
admiring of God, fo that (to ſpeak. 
in the words of a precious man, 
that was an eye and car-witneſs ) 
to rhe praiſe and glory of God be 
it ſpoken, the houſe at that day, 
for all the fickneſs in it, was a lit- 
tle lower Keaven, fo full of joy and: 
praiſe. | 


15 The Child grew exceeding- 
| ly 
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lyin knowledg , experiences , pa» 
tience, humility, and ſelf-abhor- 
rency-, and he thought he could 
never ſpeak bad enough of himſelf; 
the Name that he would call himſelf 
by, was a Toad. 


16. And though he prayed ke- | 
fore, yet now the Lord poured ' 
out upou him the Spirit of prayer | 


in an extraordinary manner, for one 


of his ages ſo that now he praycd | 
more frequently, more earrefily., | 
more ſpiritually than ever. O how. | 


eagerly would he beg to be waſh- 


&d in the Blood of Jeſus 3 and that | 
the King of Kings, and Lord of. : 


Lords, that was over Heaven and: 
Earth, and+Sea, would -pardon and: 
forgive him all his ſtns, and receive 
his Soul into his Kingdom ! and: 
what he ſpoke, it was with ſo much. 
life and tervour of Spirit, as that 


it filled the hearers- with aſtoniſh- 


ment and joy. 


<7; He | 
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17. He had no ſmall ſenſe of 

the uſe and excellency of Chriſt, 
and ſuch longings and. breathings 
of his Soul after him, that when 
mention hath been made of Chriſt, 
he hath been ready almoſt to leap 


{ out of his bed for. joy. 


13, When he was told that if 


| he ſhould recover, he muſt not live 


as he liſt 3 but he muſt give up him- 
ſelf to Chriſt, and to be his Child 
and Servant, to bear his Yoke, and 
be obedient unto his Laws, and 
live a holy life, and take his Croſs? 
and ſuffer mocking and reproach? . 
it may be perſecution for his Nam 
fake. Now Child (ſaid one t® 
him) are you willing to have Chriſt 
upon fuch terms 2? He ſignified his 
willicgneſs by the carneſtneſfs of his 
locks and words, and the caſting 
up of his eyes to Heaven, ſaying, 
yes, with all my Soul, the Eord help- 
ing me, I will dv this, 
19, Yet he had many doubts 
mot 
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and fears, and was ever and anon 
harping upon that, that though he 
were willing , yet Chriſt he feared 
was not willing to accept him, be- 
cauſe of the greatneſs of his { n, 
yet his hopes were greater than his 
fears. 

20, The Wedneſday before he 
died, the Child lay as it were in a 
trance for about half an hour, in 
which time he thought he ſaw a 
Viſion of Angels; When he was 
out of: his Trance, he was in a little 
pett, and. asked his Nurſe, why 
the did not lethimgo; go, whither 
child, faid ſhe? why along with 
thoſe brave Gentlemen ( ſaid he ) ; 
but they told me they would come 
and fetch me away for all you, upon 
| Friday, next. And he doubled his 
words many times, upon Friday 
next, thoſe bravc Gentlemen will 
come for me; and upon that day 
the Child dycd joyfully. 


21, He 
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21, He was very thankful to his 
Maſter, and very ſenfible of his 
great kindneſs in taking him up out: 
of. the {tireets when he was a beg- 
ging, and he admired at the good- 
nels of God, which put it into 
the mind of a ſtranger to look up- 
on, and-to take ſuch fatherly care 
of: ſuch a. pitiful ſorry creature as. 
he was. O my dear Mother (faid 
he) and chitd of God, I. hope to 
ſee you in Heaven, for Þ: am. fare 
you will go thither., O bleſſed, 
blefſed be God that made -you: to 
take pity upon me, for I might have 
dyed, and have gone to the Devil, 
and have been damned for ever, if it 
had not been for you. 

22, The Thurſday before he 
dycd he asked a very godly friend 
of mine, what he thought of his 
condition, and whither his ſoul 
was now going? for he ſaid he could 
not (till but fear leaſt he ſhould de- 
ccive himſelf with falſe hopes, 
af 
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at which my friend ſpoke to Kim 
thus, Child, for all that I have 
endeavoured to hold forth the 
grace of God in Chriſt to thy Soul, 
and given you-a warrant from the 
Word of God, that Chriſt is as 


freely offered to you, as to any | 


ſinner in the world 3 if thou art 
but willing co accept of him, thou 


mayeclt. have Chriſt and all' that | 
thou doſt want, with him 3 and yet | 
thou giveſt way to theſe thy doubt- | 
ings and fears , as though I told- 
= thee nothing but lyes, Thou ſay- 


eſt thou feareſt that Chriſt will 


not accept of theez I fear thou 


art not heartily willing to accept 
of him. The Child anſwered, in- 
deed Iam: Why then Child, it 
thou art unfeignedly willing to 


- have Chriſt, I celt thee he is a 


thouſand times more willing to 
have thee, and: waſh thee, and 
fave thee, than thou art to de- 
fire it, And now at this time 
Chrilt 
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Chriſt offers himſelf freely to thee 


again 3 therefore .receive him hum- 
bly by Faith into thy heart, and 
bid him welcome, for he deſery. 


'&th it: Upon which words the 


Lord diſcovered his love to the 


{ Child, .and-he.gave a kind of a leap 
| in his bed, and ſnapt his fingers and. 
| thumb together with abundance of 


joy, as much as to ſay, Wel), yea all 
is well, the match is made, Chriſt 
is willing, and I am willing too; 
and now Chriſt is wine, and I am 
his for ever, And from thar time 
forward, in full joy and aſſurance 
of Gods love, he continued ear- 
neſily praikng God, with deſiring 
ctodie, and be with Chriſt, And 
on Friday morning he ſweetly - 


- went to reſt, uſing that very ex- 
preciſion , Into thy hands Lord I 


.' commit my {pirit. He died punc- 


cually at that time which he had 
ſpoke of, and in which he expected 
thoſ 
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thoſe Angels to come tohim3 he was 
not much above nine yearsold when 
'he dyed. 


This Narrative T had from a ju- | 
dicious holy man un-related to him, 
who was an eye and car-witneſs to | 
all theſe things. 
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PREFACE 
| TO FEE "2 

RE A DER:;:. 
Chriflian Reader , Ss A od 


by the. former part of my Tokens 
for Children, I did in part fro- 

miſe , that if that piece met with 
kind entertainment , it might be fol- - 
lowed with a ſecond of the ſame na- 
ture, If it did not ſeem a little to ſa- 
vour of vanity, T might tell the World 
what enconragement I have met with 
in this Work, but this 1 will only ſay, 
that I bave met with ſd much as bath 
perſwaded me to give this lintle Bork 
leave to go abroad inmtoube World, I 
an nt alſo inorant , what Diſcow 
| ” rage» 


ragement I may meet with from ſome, 
but as long as I am fure I ſhall not 
.mect with this , that it's improbable, 
if not impoſſible, that it ſhould ſave « 
Soul; I think the reſt may eaſily be 
anſwered, or warrantably ſlighted. 
But becauſe I am perſwaded by ſome, 
#hat one Example in the former, 
( vize that of a Child that began to be 
ſerions between 1290 and three years old) 
eas ſcarce credible, and they did fear 
might ſomewhat prejudice the autho- 
rity of tbe reſt, I ſhall ſay ſometbing 
20 anſwer chat. They which make 
#bis Objcaion. are either good or bad 
if bad, TI expeft never 19 ſatisfie them, 
except 1 ſhould tell them of a Re 
mance or a Play, or ſomewhat that 
wight, ſuit a carnal mind, it is like 
holineſs in older perſons, is a manter 
of. eontempt and ſcorn to them , much 
more in ſuch es theſe I mention» The 
erath of it is, it 3s no wonder at all 0 
mes that the Subjelis of Satan ſhould 
* wot be very will pleaſed with that, 
whoſe deſign is to aan» 
7 
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ref of their great Mifter : nowhing 
will ſatisfie ſome , except Chriſt and 


- boline/s may be degraded and vilified. 


Bat bold finxer hold, never bope it , 
Heaven ſhall never be turned into Hell 
for tby ſake, and as for all thy Athe- 
tical Objedtions , Scoffs and Feers , 
whey ſhall ere long be fully anſwered 
#12 the Hoſannah's aud Hallelujah's 
of theſe Babes ſhall condemn thy Oaths, 
Blaſphemies, and Feers, and then thou 

wilt” be filenced , and accept .conver- 
ring Grace turu thy beart- quickly, thou 
wilt for ever rue thy madneſs and 
Folly, when it is too late to remedy 
i. = 
But: if the Perſons that make this 
Objefion be godly, I queſtion not 
but that I may: give them reaſonable 
ſatis fad $7s 
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her exemplary Piety., Wiſdom, Expe- 
rience, and fingular watchfulneſs over 


every pundilio' that ſhe peaks 5 that - 


1 queſtion not but that ber name is 
precions to moſt of the Miniſters of 
London, at leaft in the Burroughs 
and as a reverend Divine ſaid, Such 
s Maher in'lirae) , her ſingle Teſti- 
amony about London, # of as mueb 
authority almoſt as . any one ſingle 
Miniſters: And having ſince diſ= 
conrſed this matter with her, ſhecalls 
God to witneſs , that ſhe hath ſpoken 
nothing 'but the Truth; only in this 
ſhe failed, in that ſhe. ſpake' not by far 
Jo much as ſhe might have done con- 
cerning that ſweet Babe. 1 might 
add, that T have ſince that, ſeen 4 
gealy gentleman out of the, Countrey, 
that did profeſi to me, that be bad 
ſeen -as. much - as that in alittle one 
of the ſame age , who ſince that time, 
1 hear, went ſweetly #0 Heaven. 
Doth not the Reverend Mr. Clark, in 


bis Works, quote a Child of two years 


old that locked towards Heaven ? 
x 


Doth 
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Doth not credable Hiſtory acquaint us 
with-a- Martyr at feven.-years old, 
that; was whipped almoſt to death, and 
never ſhed one tear nor complaincd , 
and: at laſi had his Head ſtruck, off ? 
I do not ſpeak of theſe as common 
matters, but record them. amongſt 
#heſe fiupendious  Aits. of : him that 
cat, 35 eaſily work. Wonders as not« 
hat is 200 bard for the Almighty ? 
Hath God ſaid be will work no more 
wonders * IT think moſt of Gods works 
in the buſiueſs.: of; Converſion call for 
Admiration: And I believe that Si- 
lence or rather Praiſe would better 
become Saints, than queſtioning the 
truth of ſuch things > eſpecially where 
an apparent Injury is thereby done to 
the Intereſt of Chriſt, the Honour of 
Gods Grace , and the Reputation of 
ſo eminent a Saint. T judge this ſuf- 
ficrent to” ſatisfie moſt, as for others 
T trouble not my ſelf; if T may. but 
promote the intereſk of Chriſt, and 
the Good of Souls, and give up my 
Account with joy , it's enough. That 

the 


To the Reader. 


the Lord would bleſs my endeavours 
20 theſe ends, 1 beg 1he' prayers of 
#ll Semis, and yours alſo. ſweet (Chit 
dren that fear the Lord; and that 
Parents and Maſters would effift me 
with*+heir warm application of theſe | 
things, and that Children may be | 
their Crown and their Joy," # the | 
Prayer of one that deflves to love Chrift © 
and link ebildren dearly. - 
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CHILDREN: 
Fo The Second Part "© 


Exampte VII be: - 


Of a Child that was very ſerions at 
four years old, with an Acconnt of ' 
his comfortable Death when be was 
rwelve years and three weeks old. 


md _ 


b————— {4 


1. FT 0hn Sudlow: was born of reli- 
gious Parents-in the County. 

of Middleſex, whoſe great care was- 
to inftill ſpiritual Principles/ineo him. 
as ſoon as he was capable. of under-- 
flanding cf. them 3 - whoſe Endee- 
vours the Lord: was pleaſed to crown- 
with the defired ſucceſs; fo that ( to 


alt the expreflion of a holy man 
AS cO-- 
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concerning him) ſcarce more cou;d | 
be expcaed or defired from lo little | 
See - > | 

2 When he was ſcarce able to 
ſpeak plain , he ſeemed to have a 
very great awe and reverence of |! 
God upon his ſpirit, and a ſtrange 
Ienſe of the things of another. world, 
as might eafily be perceived by 
thoſe ſerieus and admirable queſti- 
ons which he- would be oft asking 
of thoſe Chriftians that he thought 
he might be bold with... 

3» The firſt thing that did moſt 
afte& him, and. made him endea- 
vour to eſcape from the wrath to. 
come, and to enquire what he 
fhould do to be faved, was the 
death of a little Brother z when he 
faw him without breath , and not 
able to ſpeak or fiir, and then car- 
ried out of doors, and put into a 
pit-hole, he was greatly concerned, 
and asked notable queſtions about 

- him, but that which was moſt af- 
feing of himſelf and others, _ 
. Wiles 


T 
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whether he muſt die too, which be« 
ing anſwered, it made fuch a:deep 
impreſſion. upon him , chat ,from 
that time forward he was £xcecding 
ſerious: and. this was:when;: he: was 
about four years old. + 

4. Now he is defirous to know 
what he might do: that: he might 
live in another world, and what he 


. muſt avoid,, that he might.not :die 


far ever., and . being infituced: by 


his godly Parents, he ſoon labours to * 


avoid; whatſoever might . diſpleaſe 
God'; now tell him that any thing 
was finful,:-and. that God: would not 
have-him do it, and he is caſily kepe 
from it, and even at this time of day 
the 'apprehenſions of - God and 
Death and Eternity laid: ſach a_re« 
ſiraint; upon him, that he wauld 
not for a world have told aLie; - -;. 

_ . $+«-He quickly + learned | to read 
exaQly , and. took ſuch Pleaſure in 
reading of the Scriptures and his 
Catechiſm, and other good Books, 
that it is- (caxce. to -þc paralle'd 3 he 


would ! 
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would na'urally run to his Book 
without bidding, whien he came 
home from School; and while 0- 


'ther children of his age-and. ac- | 


-quaintance were playing, -he reckon'd 


it his Recreation to be doing that 


which was good. 


6. When he was in icoats, he 
would be ll asking his 'maid ferious 
queſtions, and praying her to teach. 


him-his Catechiſm or Scriptures, ot 
. forme good thing; common Di- 


courſe he took no delight--in, but: E 


did moft cagetly defire tobe ſucking: 
in-of theknowledge of the things of 
God, Chrift, his Soul; and aiiother: 
world. : | 


7. He was hugely taken with he. © 
reading of the Book of Martyrs, and- 


would be ready to leave his Dinner to. 
20 to his Book. EIGE 
| 8.. He was exceeding careful of 
redeeming and improving of time 3 


-  fcarcea moment of ic, but he would 


give an excellent account of the ex- 
pence of it; fo that this Child 
might 


might have taught elder perſons, 
and. will  queſtionlefts condemn 
their idle and unaccountable waſt- 
ing of thoſe precious hours in which 
they ſhould, as this fweert Child , 
have been laying in proviſion for 
Eternity. | 

+ 9, He could not endure to read 
any thing over flightly , but what- 
ſever he read he dwelt. upon 'it;, 
laboured to underſtand. it through- 
ly, and 'remetmber it 3 and what he 


' could not underſtand he would oft 


ask his-Father or-Mother the meaning: 
of. | | 

10; When any Chriftian friends 
haye- been difcourfing with his Fa- 
the, if they began to talk any thing 
about Religion, to be ſure they. 
ſhould have his company, and of 
his own accord he would leave all 
to hear any thing of Chriift, and 
creep-a$ cloſe to them as he could, 


and liften as affeRionately. though 


it were for an hour or two: He 


was ſcarce eyes known to expreſs 
| the 
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the -leat token of wearineſs while 
he was hearing any thing that was 
good , and ſometimes when: nzigh- 
bours children would. come and call 
him .out., . and entice him, and . beg 


of him to go with them , he could 


by no means be perſwaded. » though 
he might have had the leave of his 
Parents, if he had any hopes that 
any good body would come in to his 
fathers houſe. 

11. He was very modeſt whileſi 
any ſiranger was preſent, and was 
loth to atk them any queſtions, but 
as ſoon as they were gone, he would 
let his father know. that there was 
lictle ſaid or done but he obſeryed 
it , and. would refle& upon what 
was paſt in their diſcourſe, and 
defire ſatisfaction in what he could 
not underſtand at preſent. . 

12. He was a Boy of almaſt pro- 
digious parts for his age, as will ap- 
pear by his folid and Tational que- 
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ſtionsz TI ſhall mention but two "" Rn 


many. Ta 
13. The 
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13- The firſt was this, when he 
was reading by himſelf ia Drazton's 
Poems about Noah's--Flood 'and the 
Ark, he aske who built the Ark? 
it being anſwered that it was likely 
that Noah hired:\men to help him 


'. to build it : And would they (faid he) 


build an Ark to fave another, and not 
g0 into it themſelves? 

14. Another. queſtion he- pat 
was this 3 . Whether had the greater 
glory Saints or- Angels? It being 
anſyered, that Angels were the molt 
excellent of Creatures, and its to be 
thought their nature is made capa- 
ble of greater giory than mans, He 
faid he was of another mind. and his 
reaſon was, becauſe Angels were Ser- 
vants, and Saints are Cluldren 3 'and 
thac Chriſt never took upon him the 
nature of Angels, but he took upots 
him the nature of Saints, and by. his 
being maa he ith advapced human 
nature above the n2ture of Angels. . 

15. By tais vou-may perceive the 
greatneſs 0: his parts, and the _ 
O 
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of his thoughts, and thus he conti- 


nued for {cveral years together , 1a- 


-bouring to get more and more fpi- 


ritual knowledge, and to prepare for 


an endleſs life. 
16; He was a Child of an excel- 
lene ſweet: tempzr, wonderful duti- 


ful co his Parents, ready and joyful | 
to do what he was bid, and by no 


means would do any thing to diſ- 
Pleaſe them, and if they were at any 
time feemingly angry, he would 
not Rirfrom them till they were tho» 
r0wly reconciled to him. 

17. He was not only good him- 


ef, .but would do what he could 


to make others fo too, eſpecially 
thofe' that were nearcti co him; he 
was very watchful ovcr his brethren 


and Siſters, and would not ſuffer: 


them to'liſe 'any unhandfome words 
or'to do any unhand{ome ation, but 
he would 'be putting them upon 
that which was Good. and when he 
did at any time rebuke them, it- 


was not Childiſhly and ſlightly, bue- 
| with. 


| 
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| with great: gravity. and ſeriouſneſs, | 

as. one that was not a little concer- ll | 
| ned for Gods honour, and the eter- il 
5% | | nal welfare of their Souls. 


or 18. He would 'go to his Father 
1. | and Mother with great tenderneſs 
- | andcompaſhon ( being far from. tel- 
11 | ling of tales) and beg of them to 


» | take more care of the Souls of his 
- | brethren and Ciſters, and to fake 
heed leaft they ſhould go- on. in. @ 
; | finful Chriſileſs fiate, and prove 
' their ſorrow. and ſhame, and go to 
Hell when they dic, and be ruined 
for; evers.. key | 
19, He wascxcecdingly affected 
| with hearing of the Word of God 
| . preached, and could'not be (atished 
| except -he .could- carry home much 
of the ſubſtence of what he beard; 
to this end he quickly: got to learn 
Short-hand, and would give a very 
Pretty account. of any Scrmon that: 
he heard., 
_ 1, 20-1: He was much: engaged in 
fecret Duty, and in reading the 
Hoey Scri- 
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Scriptures 3 to be ſare morning and 
evening he would be by himſelf, and 
was, no ' queſtion - wreftling 'with 
God. hed Som 
' 21. He would pet choice Scrip- 
tures by heart, and was very perfe& 
at his Catechiſm, LN CS ee 
''. 22, The Providences of God were 
not paſſed by: without -confiderable 
obſervation by him: 

-- 23+ In the time of the- Plague 
he was exceedingly concerned about 
his Soul and-Everlaſting State 3 ve- 
ry much by himſelf upon his knees. 
This Prayer was found. written 1n 
Short-hand after his Death. 


O Lord God: and merciful Father, 
take pitie uþon me a-miſerable Sinner, 
and ftrengthen- me, O* Lord , in' thy 
faith , and make me one of thy glort- 
on* Saints in Heaven. O Lord heep 
me from this poiſonons -InfcTtivn :, 
bowever n#t my will but thy will be 


done, O Lord, ont earth as it is in” 


beaten, but O: Lord; if thow haſt ap- 


poimted 


Chriſt bis ſake. Amin. 


| for Children. Ir 
printed me to die by it, O Lord, fit 


me for death , and give me. a good 
beart to bear up a. my afflicrons ; 
0 Lord God and merciful Father , 
take pity on me thy child, teach me 
O Lord thy Word, make me ſirgng 
in faith.  O Lord I have, ſinned a> 
gainft thee, Lord pardon my fins 1.1 
had been in hell long ago if it had nos 
been for thy mercy; O Lord, 1pray 
thee 20 keep my Parents in thy truth, 
and ſave them from this InfeGion , 


. if it be thy will , that they may live 
* #0 bring me wp in the trmib:. O Lord 


I pray thee ftay this Irfedion that 
rageth in'this City , and pardon their 


fins, and try them once more, and ſee 


if they will turn unto thee. Save 
me O Lord from this Infedion, that 
I may live to praiſe and. plorifie thy 
name, but O Lord if thou haſt ap» 
pointed me to die of it , fit me for 
death , that. T may die with comfort; 
and O Lord, I pray thee yo help me 
to bear up under all afflitions , | for 


24; Be 
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24. He was not a little concerned | 


for the wholenation, and begged that 
God. would-pardon. the fins of the 


Lznd, and bring ir nearer to himſelf. 
25- About the beginning of Ns, 


vewber, 1665, this ſweet Child 
was ſmotg with the Diftemper, but 
he carried it with admirable pati- 
ence under the hand of God. | 
26; Thele are'ſbme of his dying 
Expreſſions, — The Lord ſhall be my 
Phbyficien, for be will ere both Soul 
ans body. — Heaven-is the beſt Hoſpital, 
—H[t 35 the Lord ,. tet bim do - what 
Jeemeth good in bis eyes. Again, 
— it 5 the Lord that taketh aw 
Þ bealth-, but 1 will ſay.as Job did; 
Blefled be the name of the Lord, — 
If I. ſhould ve-longer, I ſhould but 
fin- againſt God: Looking upon his 
Father, he ſaid, If the Lord would 


but lend me the leaſt finger of his hand 


to tead me through the dark entry of 
Death, I willrejoicein bim. 
27, When a Miniſter came to 
him, amongſt other things he ſpake 
| {ome- 


*,- . 
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| | ſomewhat of life, He ſaid, This is 
| s ge world, yet 1t is geod to live 


h my Parents , but it a better 40 


| la 3 1 beaven, — 


28, An hour and an Half "FO 


| his Death , the ſame Minificr came 


| again to viſit him, iand asked him, 
John , art thou uot afraid to-die : He 
anſwered , No., if the Lord will but 
comfort me in that bony. But {ajd 
the Miniſter, How canft thou expe& 
Comfort ; ſeeing we deſerve none? 
He anſweted, No, if I bad my de- 
ſerts Thad been i in bell long ago. ” I. 
replied the Minifter , which way doft 
> expeq. Comfort and Salvation, 

thou art a Sinner. Heanſwe- 
ary In Chrift sloze. — Jn whom, 
about an .hour and an half aſfter,he 
fell aſleep, ſaying he would eake a 
long fleep, charging them'that were 
about him not to wake him. 


He dyed when be was twelve years three 
"_ and 8 day old. 
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Example IX. 


Of a Child that was very eminent 
when ſhe was between 5 and 6 yeart 
eld, with ſome memorable paſſages 
of ber life, who died about 1640. 


Nue Lane was born of ho. 
.neft Parents in . Colebrook in 
the County of Bucks, who was No 
ſooner able to ſpeak plain, and ex: 
preſs any thing confi derable of rea- 


fon, but ſhe began to a as if ſhe) 


was ſanQified from the very womb, | 


2. She was very ſolicitous about 
her. Soul, what would. become of it 
when he ſhould” tie, and, where 
ſhe ſhould live for ever, and what 
ſhe ſhould do to be faved, when 
the was about hve years old. 

'** 3. She was wont o be oft ingaged 
1n ſecret Prayer, an pouring out of | 


her Soul in ſuch a manner. as is rarely | 
tobe heard of from one of her years.” 
4+ I having occaſion to lie at Cole- 


brook ſent; for her Father , an old 
Dif-| 


ms am O& tab 
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Diſciple, an Iſraclite indeed , and 
delired him to give me ſome account 
of his-Experiences, and how the Lord 
firſt wrought upon him. —__ 

$., , He-gave:me this anſwer, that 
he - was of a child fomewhat civil, 
honeſt, and as to man harmleſs, but 
was little acquainted with the 
power of Religion, cill this ſweet 
Child put him (upon a thoxow -in- 
quiry into the ſlate of his Soul, and 
would :{till be begging. of him, and 


pleading with him to redeem. his 


time, and to a with life and vigor 
inthe things of : God, which was 
no. {mall demonſtration to him of 
the. reality of inviſibles, that a very 
Babe and ſuckling ſhould .ſpeak fo 
feclingly about the things of God, 
and be ſo.greatly concerned not only 
about her own foul, but about her 
Fathers too, which was the occaſon 
of his converſion, and the very 
thought of it was a quickning to 
him for thirty years, and he hopes 
never to. wear off the Impreſfions of 
1t from his ſpirit, 6, Aﬀter 


. things 
ken with; her buſineſs was to be 
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6. Aﬀer this ſhe (as T remember/ 
put her Father upon Family duties” 
and if at any time he were' for-any 
time out of his ſhop, ſhe would 
And him out, and with much {weet- 
nels and humility. beg of him to 
come home, and to remember the 
pretioulneſs of time, for which we 
muſt a1! give an account. | 

7, She was grieved if the ſaw 
any that converſed with her father 


 f they were unprofitable, unſavoury 


or long in their diſcourſe of common 
things. 

8. Her own Language was the 
Language of Caxean; how folidly , 
profitably and ſpiritually would 
ſhe'talk? fo that ſhe made 
people take great delight in her com» 
pany, and juſtly drew the admiration 
of all that knew her. 

* 9. She could not endure the 
company of common children, nor 
play, but was quite above all thoſe 
which moſt” Children are ta- 


| 


| 


good | 
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reading, praying, difcourſing, about 
the things of God, and any kind of 
butineſs that her age and fireng'h 
was eapable of, idle ſhe would n.Q 
be by any means. 

Io. It was the greateſt Recreati- 
'onto her to hear any good pcopie 
talking about God, Chriſt, their 
Souls, the Scriptures, or any thing 
that concerned another life, 

It She had a ſtrange contempt 
of the World, and ſcorned: thoſe 
things which moſt are too much 
| plealed with. She cou!d- not bs 
brought to wear any Laces, orany 
thing that ſhe thought ſuperfluous. 
| 12, She would be complaining 
| to her parents, if ſhe ſaw any thing 

in them that ſhe judged would not 

be for the honour of Religion , or 

ſuitable to that condition which 

| the providence of God had ſet them 
in, in the world. 

13. This Child was the joy and 

delight of all the Chriſtians there- 

| abouts in thoſe times, who was till 


_—S_ 


| B quick- 
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quickning and raiſing of the ſpirits | 
of thoſe that talked with her. This | 
poor Babe was a great help to both 
Father and mother, and her memory 
15 {weet to this day. | 

I4. She continncd thus to walk 
as a firanger in the world, and one 
that was making haſi to a better | | 
place. And after ſhe had done a|_ 
- great deal of work for God and her | | 
own ſoul, and others too, ſhe was 
called home to reſt, and received in- 
to the arms of Jeſus before ſhe was 


ten years old ſhe departed about | 
1640, 


EXample | 
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Example X. 


Of a Child that was awakened when 
" ſhe was between ſeven and eight 
years old , with ſome account of her 
laſt honwrs and triumphant Death. 


ſy Abitha Alder was the 


Daughter of a holy and 
Reverend Miniſter in Kent, who 
lived near Graveſend. She was 
much infſtru&ed in the holy Scrip- 
tures and her Catechiſm by her 
Father and Mother, but there ap- 
peared - nothing extraordinary in 
her till ſhe was between ſeven and 
cight years old. 

2. About which time, when ſhe 


' was fick, one asked her what ſhe 


thought would become of her. if ſhe 
ſhould die? She anſwered, that 
ſhe was greatly afraid that ſhe ſhould 
go to hell, 

. Being askt why ſhe was afraid 
ſhe ſhould go to hell ? She anſwered, 
becauſe (he feared that ſhe did not love 
God, B 2 4. Again 
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4+ Again being askt how ſhe did 
know ſhe did not love God z ſhe 
replyed, what have I done for God 
ever fince I was born 3 and beſides 
this, Thave been taught, that he that 
Joves God keeps his commandments | | 
but T have kept none of them all. | 

| 
| 


. 5. Being further demanded if ſhe 
.. would not tain love God ? She an- 
(wered, yes with all her heart, if 
the could, but ſhe found it a hard 
thing to love one ſhe did not ſee. 

6. She was adviſed to beg of Wo 
a heart to love him : She anſwered, 
ſhe was afraid it was too late. 

7. Being asked again whether ſhe 
was not ſorry that ſhe could not love | 
God: She anſwered, yes, but was 
. ſtill afraid it was too late. 

8, Uponthis, ſeeing her in ſuch 
a deſponding condition, a dear | 
friend of hers ſpent the next day in | 
Faſting and prayer for her, 

9. After this, that Chriſtian friend | 
askt her how ſhedid now? She an- 
{wered with a great deal of joy, that 
NOW | 


id 
he 
>d 
es 
at 
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now {he blef{.d the Lord, ſh: loved 
the Lord Jefas dearly, ſhe felt the 
did love him. O, faid the, I love 
him dearly. 

10. Why, ſth her friznd, did you 
not lay yeſterday, that you did nor 
love the Lord, and that you could 
noi? What did you mean to fſpeai 
ſo {trangely ? Sure ( (aid the) it was 
Satan that did put it into my mind : 
But now I love him, O blefled be 
God for the Lord ]:ſus Chriſt. 

T1. After this the had a diſcovery 
of her approaciing D-.fſoiution , 
which was no {mall comfort to her, 
Anon ( faid he with a holy Tri- 
umph ) I[ (hall be with Jcfus, I am 
married to him, he is my husband, 
I am his Biide, 1 have given my 
{c}t to him, and he hath givea him- 
ſelf to me, and I (hall live with him 
for ever. 

12. This ſtrange language mad: 
the hearcrs even ſtand aſtoniſhed :; 
but thus ſhe continued for (ome lictle 
time in a kind of extalie of jy 
admi- 
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admiring the excellency of Chriſt 
rejoycing in her intereft in him, and 
longing to be with him, 

13, After a while ſome of her 
friends fanding by her, obſerveda 
tore than ordinary earnelinels and 
tixednets in her countenance 3 they 
faid one to another, look how earnelt+ 
ly ſhe looks, ſure ſhe (ſeeth ſomething, 

I4 One asked what it was ay” 
fixed her eyes upon ſo eagerly :; 
warrant ( faith one that was by ) li 
{ecth deatha coming. 


15, No (ſaid ſhe)it is glory that 


I fee, "cis that I fix mine eye upon, 
16, Oneaskt her what was glory 

like? Sheanſwered, I can't ſpeak 

what, butTam going toitz will you 


20 with me? I amgoing to glory, O | 


that all of you were to go with me 
fo that glory * { with which words her 


Soul took wing, and went to the { 


poſſ:{hon of that glory which ſhe 
had ſome believing. tipht of before, 
She died when ſhe was betwen 8 and 
9 years old, about 1644. 
| Exams 
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Example XI, 


Of a Child that was oreatly affeacd 
with the things of God when ſhe 
was very young, with an exact 
Account of ber admirable Carrt- 


| age upon-her Death bcd. 


I uſanna Bicks was born at Lez- 
den in Holland, Fan. 24-1659. 
of very religious Parents, whole 
gr2zt care was to inlirudt and cate- 
chiſ: this their Child, and to prelent 
her to the Miniſters of the place, to be 
publickly inſtruc) and catechilcd, 

2, [te plcifed the Lord to blefs 
holy education , the good example 
of her Paren's and catgchiling, to 
the good of her Soul, fo that ſhe 
foon had a tru? favour and reliſh of 
what (he was ravght, end made an 
admirable uſe of *it in a time of 
necd, as you thill hear afterwards. 

2. She was a Child of great Cu- 
tifulneſs ro her Parents, and of a 
very fwect humble ſpiricual nature , 

B 4 and 


&2 A Token 

and not only the truth, but-the pow- 
er and cminency of Religion did 
thine in her fo clearly, that the did 
not only comfort the hearts of her 
- Parents, but drew the admiration 
of zll thar were witneſſcs of Gods 
works of love upon her, and may 
well be propotrd as a pattern nct 
only to Children, but to perſons of 
riper years, 


4. She continued in a courſe of 


Religious Duties for ſome confider- 


able time, ſo that her life was more 


excellent than moſt Chriſtians, but 
in her laſt ſickneſs ſhe excelled her 
fcif, and her dcportment was [o ad- 
mirable, that partly ibrough won- 
der and z2ftoniſhment, and partly 
through ſorrow, many obſervable 
things were paſt by without com- 
mitting to paper, which deſcrved to 
have been wiitten in letters of gold : 
But takes theſe which follow as ſome 
of many which were taken from her 
dying ligs, and fit publiſhed by 
rcligicus and judicious Chriſtians 

in 
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in Datch , afterward tranflited into 
Scotch, and with a litt'c alteration 
of the file (for the benefi: of Engliſh 
Children ) brought into this form by 
me, 

5. In the month of Augyſt, 1654. 
When the Peſtilence raged ſo much 
in Holland, this ſweet Child was 
ſmitten, and as ſoon as ſhe felt her- 
ſelf very ill, ſhe was ſaid to break 
forth with abundance of ſenſe and 
feeling in theſe following words :; 
If thy Law were not my delight , T 
ſhould periſh in my affliction. 

6, Hcr Father coming to her to 
encourage her in her ſickneſs, (aid 
to her, be of good comfort my Child 
for the Lord wil! be near to thee 
and us, uader this heavy and fore 
Trial, he will not forſake us though 
he chaſten us, Yea, father ( 12id (he) 
our heavenly Father doth Chaſten 
us for our profit, that we may he 
partakers of his holineſs; no cha- 
fiiſement feemeth for che preſcat 0 
be joyous, but grievous, but after- 
B 5 wards, 
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wards it yieldeth the peaccable fruit 
of righteouſnefs to them which are 
exerciſed thereby. The Lord 15 now 
chafiening of me upon this fick bed, 
but I hope he will bleſs it ſo to me 
as to cauſe it to yield to me that 
bleſſed fruit, according to the riches 
of his mereies which fail not. 

7. Afﬀteer this ſhe ſpake to God 
with her eyes lift up to Heaven , 
faying, Be merciful to me, O Fa- 
ther, be merciful to me a finner ac- 
cording to thy word. 

8. Then looking upon hcr for- 
rowful Parents, ſhe ſaid 3 It is faid, 
| Caſt thy burden upon the Lord , and 
he ſhall ſuſtain thee, and be will never 
| ſuffer, the righteous to be moucd:; 
Therefore, my dear father and mo- 
| ther, caſt all your care upon him who 
\ caules all things to go Well that do 
'. CONCern YOU» 

9, Her mother ſ{:id unto her, O 
my dear child, I have nn {mall com- 
fort from the Lord in thee, and the 
 fruic of his grace whereby thou haſt 
| been 
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been fo much exercifed unto godli- 
nels in reading the Word, in Pray” 
&r and gracious Diſcourſe, to the 
edification of thy {clt and us. Th? 
Lord himſclf who gave thee to us, 
make up this lofs, it ic be bis plea” 
ſure to take thee way fc: Us. 
o. Dear mother! {aid ſhe ;howph 
I leave you and you me, yet Cod 
will never leave us; tor tt bet: (C3; 
a woman forget ber {% hin Cod 
that ſhe ſho uld 119t n 13; 1174/9 1115.57 032 
the fruit of her wo b, Jet 7711} .ngt £ 
forget thee, bebo! 41; 2 proven thee 
upon the palms of my 4145. O com- 
fortablc words both for mothers and 
chi'drcn! Mark, dear Mother, how 
faſt the Lord kercpcs avd ho!deth his 
people, that he doth even -prave 
them upon the paims of his hands. 
Though I mult part with you, -and 
you with me, yet bleſſed be: God, he 
will never part cither from you Gr 
ne, 
it. Bcing weary with much 
ſpeaking ſhe defircd to reti a _— 
ut: 
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bur after a little time awaking a- 
22in, her father asked her how it 
was with her? She made no dirc@ 
anſwer , but asked what day it was ? 
her father ſaid it was the Lords day, 
Well then, ſaid ſhe, have you given 
up my name to be remembred in 
the publick Prayers of the Church : 
Her father told her he had. I have 
learnt, ſaid (he, that the effcCtual 


fervent Prayer of the righteous avail- 


£th much. | 
12, She had a very high eſteem 
for the faithful Miniſters ot Chriſt, 
and much defired their company 
where ſhe wasz but knowang the 
hazards that ſuch a viſit might ex- 
pole them and the Church to, ſhe 
would by no means ſuffcr that the 
Minifters ſhould come near her per- 
ſoo, but choſe rather to throw her 
{elf upon the armes of the Lord, and 
to improve that knowledge ſhe had 
' 3n the Word, and her former expe- 
. rience, and the viſits of private 
Chrittians, and thoſe which the 
Church 


i wa - wad AL YJHAS 


for Children. 29 


Church had appointed in ſuch ca” 
ſes to viſit and comfort the ſick. 

13, One of thoſe which came to 
vilic her, was of very great uſe to 
her to comfort her, and lifc her up 
in ſome meaſure above the fears of 
death, 

14, Though young, ſhe was very 
much concerned for the intereſt of 
God and Religion, for Goſpel Mi- 
niſters, and for the Sins and the 


; _ - Decay of the power of Godlineſs in 


her own Countreyz which will 
furcher appear by what may follow. 
15. Her father coming in to her, 
found her in an extraordinary palli- 
on of weeping, and askt her what was 


| thecauſe of her great ſorrow ? She 


anſwered, have I not cauſe to weep, 
when I hear that Domine de IVit 
was taken fick this day in his Pul- 
pit 3 and went home very 111? Is not 
this a ſad fign of Gods diſpleaſure 
ro our Countrey, when God ſmiteth 
ſuch a faithfui Paſtor, 

16, She had a high valuation of 
God , 
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| , 
God, and could ſpeak in David's 


language , whom have I in Heaven 
but thee, and there is none on earth 
that T can deſire in compariſon of thee. 
She was much lifted up above the 
fears of Death what elle was the 
meaning of ſuch expreſſions as theſe ? 
O how do IT long! even as the Heart 
panteth aftcr the water-brooks , ſo my 
ſoul panteth after thee, O God, for God, 
the living God, when ſhall I come and 
appear before God. 

I7. She was a great hater of fin, 
and did with much prict and ſelt- 
abhorrency refl:& upon it 3 but that 
which Jay molt upon her heart was 
the Corruption of her Nature and 
Original Sin, How oft would the 
cry out in the words of the Plalm- 
it, Behold I was ſhapen in iniquity , 
and in fin did my mother conceive me, 
and I was gltegetber born in ſin: She 
could never lay her felt low enough 
under a ſenſe of that O-iginzl Sin 
which ſhe brought with her 1nto 
the world. 

18, She 
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18, She ſpake many things very 
| judiciouſly of the old man and put- 


| ting it off, and of the new man and 
| putting thit onz which ſhewed 


that ſhe was no ſtranger to conver- 
ſton, and that ſhe in ſome meaſure 
underſtood what Moxtificacion , 
Selt-denial and taking up of her 
Croſs, and following of Chriſt 
mcant. That Scripture was much 
in her mouth , The ſacrifices of God 
are a contrite heart a broken and a 
contrite ſpirit, O God, thou wilt not 
deſpiſe. That brokenneſs of heart 
( {aid ſhe) which 1s built upon and 
flows from faith, and that faith 
which is built upon Chriſt, who is 
the proper and alone Sacrifice tor S1n. 
Theſe are her own words. 

19, Aftzrwards ſhe defired to 
reſt, and when ſhe had ſlumbred 
a while, the ſaid, O dear father and 
Mother';, how weak do I feel my 
ſ-lf ! My dcar Child ( ſaid her fa> 
ther ) God will in his tender mercy 


ſirengthen thee jn thy weakneſs. 
Yea 
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Yea father (ſaid (he) that is my con- 
dence : For it is faid, The bruiſed 
reed he will not break, and the ſm9- 
king flax he will not quench, 

20. Then ſhe diſcourſed excel- 
lently of the nature of Faith, and 
defired that the eleventh of the He- 
brews ſhould be read unto her; at 
the reading of which ſhe cryed out, 
O what a ſiedfaſt loyal faith was 


that of Abraham, which made kim 1 


willing to offer up his own and onl 


Son ! Faith is the ſubſtance of things 


hoped for, the evidence of things 
not ſeen, 

21 Her Father and Mother 
. hearing her excellent diſcourſe , and 
ſeeing her admirable carriage , burſt 
out into abundance of tears; upon 
which ſhe pleaded with them to be 
patient and content with the hand 
of God. O ( faid ſhe) why do you 


weep at this rate over me, ſceing, 1 


hope. you have no reaſon to quelti- 
on, but if the Lord take me out of 
this miſerable world it ſhall be well 
with 


| 
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with me toallete:nity, You ought 
to be well ſatisfied, ſeeing it 1s fatd” 
God is in heaven, and doth whatſoever 
pleaſeth him : and do you not pray 


| every day, that the Will of God 
/ may be done vpon earth as 1t is in 
| hewven. Now farther this is Gods 
will that I ſhould Jie upon this fick 


bed, and of this diſcaſe z ſhall we 
not bz content when our Prayers 


are anſwered? Would not your 


extreme? ſorrow bz murmuring a- 


| gainſt God, without whole good 


pieaſure nothing comes to pals. Ai- 


| though I am ſtruck with this ſad 


diſeale, yet becauſe it iz the will of 
God, that doth filence me, and I 
will as long as live pray that Gods 
will may be done and not mine. 

22, Secing her Parents till very 
much moved , the further argued 
with them from the Providence of 
God, which had a ſp:cial hand in 
every common thing, much morein 
the diſpoſal of the lives of men and 
women: Are not two Sparrows 


fold 
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ſold for a farthing , and not one of 
them falls to the ground without our 
beavenly Father ® Yea, the hairs 
of our bead are a'! numbred > there- 
Fore fear not, you are of more value 
than matly Sparrows. - Advcrlity and 
Proſperity they are both good. Some 
things ſeem evil in our eyes , but 
the Lord turns all to the good of them 
which are his. 

23. She came then to ſpeak par- 
ticularly concerning the Plapnz, 
Doth not ( ſaid ſhe ) the Peftilence 
come from Godz why elſe doth 
tne Scripture ſay , ſhall there be evil 
zn the City which T have not ſent ? 
What do thoſe people mean, which 
ſay the Peftilence comes from the 
Air? Is not the Lord the Creator 
and Ruler of the Air, and are not 


the Elements under his Govern- 


ment? Oc if they ſay it comes from 
the Earth, hath he not the ſame 
power and influence upon that tov ? 
What talk they of a Ship that came 
fcom Africa; have we not read long 
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ago together out of Lev. 26. 25, Ef 
vr | ſhall bring a ſword upon you , and a: 
"os | venge the quarrel of my covenant, aud 
- | when yu are aſſembled in the Cities , 
2 | then will T brizg the peſtilence 42 tbe 
midjt of you. 

24. After this, having taken ſome 
et | little reſt, ſhe ſaid, O now 1s the 
1 | day for the opening of the firſt 


fo 


| gqueſiion of the Catechiſm, and it. 


we were there, we ſhould hear, that 
whether in death or life a Belicver 
is Chriſts, who hath redeemed us 

| by his own precious blood from the 
| power of the Devil; and then ine 
| quoted, Rome. 14.7, 6. For none of 
| us liveth unto himſelf , and none of us 
adieth to himſelf. For whether we live 
| we live nnto the Lord, and whether 

 . we die we die untothe Lord, whether 
then we live or die ,, we are the Lords. 

'« Then be comforted ,, for whether I 
live or die, I am the Lords, O why 
do you afflict your ſelves thus? but 
what (ſhall I fay? with weeping I 
came into the world , and with 
weep» 
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weeping I muſt go out again. O my 
dear Parents, better is the day of my 
death thin the day of my birth. 

25. When ſhe had thus encoura- 


ged her Father and Mother, ſhe deti- 


red her Father to pray with her, and 
to requ:| of the Lord that (ſhe might 
have a quiet and peaceeble paſſige in- 
to another world. 

26, Afﬀeer her father had prayed 


for her, he asked her whether he 


ſhould ſend for the Phyfician 3 ſhe 
anſwered, by no means, for I am 
now beyond the help of Doctors, 
But faid he, my Child, we are to uſe 
the ordinary means appointed by 
the Lord for our help as long as we 
live, and let the Lord do as feemeth 
good in his eyes. But ſaid ſhe, give 
me the heavenly Phyſician he is che 


only helper, doth not he ſay, Come | 


wito me ye that are weary and heavy 
laden, and I will give ye reft, and doth 
Not he bid us call upon him in the 
day of diſtreſs, and tie will deliver 
; us, and we ſhall glorifie him : 
There- 
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ny | Therefore , dear father, call upon 
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him yet again for me. 

27.Abour this time a Chriſtian friend 
came in to viſit her, who was gort a lictle 
comforted when he heard and ſaw 1ſo 
much of the grace of God living in a 
poor young thing, which could not bur 
ſo far affe&t him as to draw tears of joy 
and admiration from him, and her deport- 
ment was ſo teaching, that he could nor 
bur acknowledg himſelf greatly edifi'd and 
improv'd by her carriage and language. 


28, That which was not the 
leaft obſervable in her, was the ar- 
dent affection ſhe had for the holy 
Scriptures and her Catechiſm, in 
which ſhe was throughly inſiruced 
by the godly Divines of the place 
where ſhe lived which ſhe could 
not but own as one of the greateſt 
mercies next the Lord Chrift. O 
how did ſhe bleſs God for her Ca- 
techiſm , and beg of her Fa- 
ther to go particularly to thoſe Mini- 
ſters that. had taken fo much pains 
with her to inſtruct her in her Ca- 
techiſm, and to thank them from 
her a dying Child for their good in- 

ſirucions 
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ſiructions, and to let them nnder- 
ftand, for their encouragement to 
go on in that work of Catechiſing, 
how refrcſhing thoſe truths were 
now to her in the hour of her di- 
fircls. O that ſweet catechiling, ſaid 
ſhe, unto which I did always reſort 
with gladnelſs, and attended without 
wearinels / 

29, She was much above the 


vanities of the world, and took no | 
pleaſure at all in thoſe things which | 


uſually take up the heart and time 


of young ones. She would fay, that | 


ſhe was grieved and aſhamed both 


for young and old, to ſee how glad | 


and mad they were upon vanity. 


and how fooliſhly they ſpent their | 


time. 


30. She was not forgetful of the | 
care and love of her Maſter and | 
Miſireſs which taught her ro read 
and' work , but ſhe defired that | 


thanks might alſo be particularly 
given to them. Indeed ſhe thought 


ſhe could never be thankful enough 
both 
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| both to God and man for that kind- 


neſs that ſhe had experience of; But 
again and: again ſhe deſired to be 
fure to thank the Miniſters that in- 
ſiructed her either by catcchiting or 
preaching. 

31. After ſome reſt her Father 
askt her again how ſhe did, and be- 
gan to expreſs ſomewhat of that ſa» 
tisfaction and joy that he had taken 
in her former diligence in her read- 


ing the Scriptures and writing, and 


her dutifulneſs, and that great pro- 
orels that ſhe had made in the 
things of God, upon which ſhe 
humbly and ſweetly defired to own 
God and his kindefs in her godly 
education, and faid that ſhe efteem- 
ed her holy education under ſuch 
Parents and Miniſters as a greater 
portion than ten thouſand Gilders, 
for thereby I have learned to com- 
fort my felf out of the Word of 
God, which the World beſides 

could never have afforded. 
32, Her Father percetying her to 
grow 
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orow very weak, ſaid, I perceive 
Child thou art very weak : It is 
true Sir ( ſaid ſhe ) I feel my weak- 
neſs increafeth, and I fee your for- 
row increaſing too, which is a piece 
of my affliction ; be content, I pray 
you, It is the Lord which doth it, 
and let you and I (ay with David, 
Let us fall into the Lords hands, for 
bis mercies are great. 

33. Shelaid a great charge upon 
her Parents not to be over-grieved 
for her after her death, urging that 
of David upon them, while the | 
Child was fick, he faſted and wept, | 
but' when it died, he waſhed his | 
face and fat up and eat, and ſaid, 
Can I bring him back again from | 
death, I fall go to him bat he ſhall | 
#0t return to me. SO ought you to | 
fay after my death, our Child is | 
well, for we know it ſhall be well 
with them that truſt in the Lord. 
She did lay a more particular and | 
ſireight charge upon her mother; | 


ſaying to her , dear mother, who 


have 


| have done {o much for me, you 


for Children. 41 


muſt promiie me one thing bctore 
I die 3 and that is, that yon will 
not ſorrow over-much tor me: I 
ſpeak thus to you, becauſe I am 
atraid of your great aftection 3 con- 
fider others Loſſes what they have 
been > Remember Fob 3 forget not 
what Chriſt foretold > Tx the world 
you ſhall have tribulation , but be of 
good cheer in me you ſhall have peace 
and muſt the Apoſtles ſuffer fo 
preat tribulation, and muſt we ſut- 
fer none? Did not Jeſus Ciritt my 


| only Life and Saviour {wcat drops 
| of blood? Was he notin a bittce 
' agony, mocked, (pit at,. nailed to 
; the Croſs, and a Spear thrult tho 
' row his bleſſed (ide, and all this for 


my ſake, for my ſtinking fins lake ? 


| did not he cry out, my God, my 
| God, why haſt thou forſaken me £ 


Did not Chriſt hang naked upon 
the Croſs to purchaſe for me the 


| garments of ſalvation, and to cloth 
; me with his righteouſneſs, for there 
C , 


13 
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15 Salvation in no other name. | 

34. Being very feeble and weak, 
ſhe (aid, O if I might quietly ſleep 
in che boſome of Jeſus ! and that till 
then he would firengthen me! O 
that he would take me into his arms 
as he did thoſe little ones, where he 
faid, Suffer little children to come 
gento me, for of ſuch is the kingdom 
of heaven , and he took them into his 
arms ,, and laid bis hands on them 
and bleſſed them. I lie here as a 
child, O Lord I am thy Child, re- 
ceive me into thy gracious arms. O 
Logd, grace! grace! and not juſtice, 
for if thou ſhouldeft enter into judg- 
Tent with me, I cannot fiand, yea 
- none living ſhould be juſt in thy 
fight. 

35- After this ſhe cryed out, O 
how faint am I/ but fearing leaft 


ſhe ſhould diſhearten her mother , 


ſhe ſaid, while there is-life there is 


hope : If it ſhould pleaſe the Lord 
to recover me, how careful would ' 
I be to pleaſe you in my work and | 
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learning, and whatſoever you ſhould 
| require of me. 

36, Afﬀccr this the Lord did a- 
gain ſend her firength , and (he la- 
boured to ſpend it all for Chriſt in 
the awakening, edifying and com- 
forting of thoſe that were about 
herz but her chiefeft endeavour 
was to ſupport her dear ' Parents 
from extraordinary ſorrow , and to 
comfort them out of the Scriptures , 
telling them that ſhe knew that af/ 
things did work together for the good 
. of them that did love God, even 0 
- thoſe which are called according to 
bis purpoſe > O God eſtabliſh me 
with thy free Spirit ! Who ſhall ſepa- 
rate us from the Ioave of Chriſt, 1 am 
perſwaded that neither life acr death, 
nor angels, mor Principalities, nor 
powers , nor things preſent nor things 


| | to come, nor heighth nor depth, mr 


any other creature ſhall ſeparate us. 

| from the love of God which is towards 
 ' us an Chriſt Feſus our Lord. My 
_ | ſheep ( (aith Chriſt ) bear my voce , 
2 C and 
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and T know them and they follow mo 
and I give unto them eternal life, and 
they ſhall never periſh, and no man 
ſhall pluck them out of my hands. 
My Father who gave them me is greater 
than all, and none ſhall pull them ont 
of my Fathers hands. Thus ſhe 
feemed to attain a holy confidence in 
God, and an aſſurance of her ſtate as 
to another world. 

37. When ſhe had a little refreſhed 
her ſelf with reſt, ſhe burſt forth 


with abundance of joy and glad- 


neſs of heart, with a holy triumph of 
faith (ſaying out, Death is fwallow- 
ed up of victory, O death where 4 
thy fling ? O grave where is thy vitory ? 
the ſting of death is fin, and the ftrength 


of fin is the law, but thanks be to God . 


who bath given us the vidory through 
our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chrift. 


"38. That ſhe might the better 


ſupport her friends, ſhe fiill infifted 


upon that which might take off 


ome of their burden, by urging the 


lneceſſicy of death : Ie are from the 


earth, 
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earth and to the earth we-muſt raurn* 
# the mother of us all, the duſt ſhall 
Duſt turn tv duſt from whence it is , and- 


' the Spirit to God which gave it. 


39, Then She dilcourſtd of the 
ſhortneſs of-mans life, O what is 
the life of man ! the days of man 
upon the earth are as the graſs and 
tbe flowers of the field, ſo- be flouriſh- 
eh , the wind paſſeth over it aud 5t 
is no more, and his place knows him 
#10 more, 

40. She further urged the (in and 
ſorrow that did attend us in this 
life, and the longer we live the 
more we fin, now the Lord will 
free me from that fin and ſorrow, 
We know not the thoughts of God, 
yet we do know fo much, that they 
are mercy and peace, and fo zivc n 
expected end. But what (hail 1 tay, 
my life ſhall not continue Jong,, I 
feel much weakneſs, O Lord louk 
upon me graciouſly, have pitic upon 
my weak dilireſſed heart. I am 
oppreſſed, undertake for me, that 
C2 | 
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I may fiand faft and overcome. 

41. She was very frequent 1n 
ſpiritual cjaculations, and it was no 
ſmall comfort to her, that the Lord 
Chriſt did pray for her, and pro- 
miſe to ſend his ſpirit to comfort 
her, It's ſaid ( faid ſhe ) T will pray | 
the Father, and he ſhall give you 
another comforter. O let not him 
leave me! O Lord, continue with 
me till my battel and work be ti- 
niſhcd, 

42, She had very low and under- 
valuing thoughts of her felf and ' 
her own reighteoufneſs z what meant 
ſhe elie to cry out in ſuch language 
as that, Nonebue Chriſt 4 without 
thee I can do nothing. Chriſt is the 
true vine { O it mebe a branch of 
that vine! What poor worms are 
we ! O dear Father, how lame and |}: 
halting do we go in the wayes of |. 
God and Salyation. We know but , 
in part, but when that which is 
xerfc is come, then that which is 

1mpert& (hall þc done away. O _ | 
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I had attained to that now : But 
what are we of our f:lves? not only 
weakneſs and nothingneſ(s, but wic- 
kedneſs. For all the thoughts and 
imaginations of mans heart are on- 
ly evil, and that continually ; we 
are by nature children of weath, and 
are conceived and born in fin and 
anrighteouſneſs, On ! On ! this 
wretched and vile thing Sin ! but 
thanks be to God who hath redeemed 
me fromit, 

43. She comforte4 her ſelf and 


her Father in that great Scripture 


Rom. 8. 15, 16,17. Yehavenot re- 
ceived the ſpiris of bondage again t9 
fear, but ye have received the ſpirit 
of adoption by which ye ery Abba , 
father. Ir is the ſpirit that witneſ- 
eth with our ſpirits, that we are the 
children of God; and if Children , 
then are we heirs, heirs of God, and 
Joint-heirs with [Chrift. You fee 
thence father , that I ſhall be a fel- 
low heir with Chriſt, who hath 
faid , In my fathers houſe are many 

G 4. mans 


| 
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manſions, if it were not ſo T would 
have toid you, T go to prepare a place 
for you, andif I go to prepare a place 
for you, I will come again and take 
you to my ſelf, that where I am there 
ye may be alſo, OLord take me to 
thy telf. Behold, dear Mother, he 
hath prepared a place and dwclling 


for me, 


44. Yea, my dear child, ſaid her. 


mcther, he (hall ſirengthen you 
with his holy Spirit, untill he hath 
ficred and prepared you fully for 
that place which ke hath preparcd for 
you. 
45. Yca Mother, it is faid in 
the 84, Plalm, How levdly are thy 
Tabernacles, O Lord of Holts, my ſoul 
doth thirſt, andlongeth for the Courts 
of the Lord; One day in thy Courts 
is better than a thouſand; yea, 1 
has rather be a Door keeper 14 the 
houſe of God. than dwell in the tents 
of the wicked, Read that Plalm, 
dear Mothcr, therewith we may 


comiort one another, As for me, 1 
am 


| 
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am more and more ſpent, and draw 
, near my laſt hour. 
46. Then ſhe defired to be pray'd 
with,and begged that the Lord would 
, give her an cafie paſſage. 
47. After this, ſhe turned to her 
mother, and with much affection ſhe 
 faid, Ah my dear and loving Mother 3 
th:t which comcth from the heart 
doth ordinarily go to the heart, once 
more come and kiſs me before I leave 
you. 
48. She was not a little concern- 
; ed about the ſouls of the ret of her re- 
, lations, and did particularly charge it 
upon her father .to do what he. could 
pollibly co bring chem up in the ways 
of Cod.. O let my tiſter be trained 
up in the Scriptures and Catechiting, 
as I have been. 
| 49, I formaily wept for my S1- 
| fer, thinking that ſhe ſhould die 
before me, and now ſhe weepeth 
for me, and then ſhe kiſſed ner 
Weeping Siſter. Alſo the took her 
young little Siſter in her arms, a 
| 4 Chu! &.. 
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Child of fix months old ,- and ſhe | 
kiſſed it with mach affection, as if 
her very bowels had moved within 
her, and ſpoke with many heart- 
\ breaking words both to her Parents 
and the children. 

£0. Her Father ſpake to one that 
was by to take the poor little Child _ 
away from her, from the hazard of - 
that fiery diſtemper, and bid his 
daughter to give her from her , for 
he had already too much to bear. 
Well Father, (3id ſhe, did not God 
preſerve the three Children in the 
fiery furnace, and did not you teach 
me that Scripture, When thox paſſeſt 
tborow the Fire, thou ſhalt nt be burnt, 
- omg ſhall the flame kindle wpon 
ee 

Sl. She had a very ſtrong Faith 
in the doctrine of the Reſurrection, 
and did greatly folace her Soul with 
excellent Scriptures, which do. | 
ſpeak the happy fiate of Believers as 
foon as their Souls are ſeparated 
from their Bodies, and what ſhe 

quoted | 
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quoted out of the Scripture ſhe did 
excellently and ſuitably apply to 
her own uſe, incomparably above 


'the common reach of her ſex and 


age, That in 1 Cor. 15.42, wasSa 
great ſupport to her, The body is 
ſown in corruption, but it ſhall be 


raiſed incorruptible , it is ſown in diſ- 


honour, it ſhall be raiſed in glory it 
is ſown in weakneſs, but it ſhall be 
raiſcd in power. And then ſhe (weet- 
ly applies it, and takes in this cor- 
dial, Behold thus it 1s, and thus it 
ſhall be with my poor mortal fleſh, 
Bl:ſſed are the dead mbich die in the 
Lord, becanſe they reſt from their 
Izbours , and their works do follow 
them. The righteous periſh and 20 
msa layah it to heart , and the up- 
right are takin away, and no man 
regardeth it, that they are taken away 


' from the evil t0 come, they ſhall enter - 


into peace, they fhall reſt in their beds, 


every one mho walked in their up- 


rightneſs. Behold now Father I (hall: 


reſt and ſleep in that Bedchamber, 
$2, Thea, 
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52. Then ſhe quoted Fob 1g. 
25, 26, 27. Thnow that my Redeemer 
liveth, and that be ſha'l ſtand at the 
latter en4 up the earth, and though 
after my 5hin worms deſtroy this body, 
yet in my fleſh ſhall T ſte God, whom 
I ſhall fee for my ſelf, and my eyes 
ſhall behold, and nct another, though 
my reins be conſumed within me. 
Brchold now Father, this very skin 
which you (ce, and this very ficſh 
_ which you ſee, (hall be railed up 
apgainz and theſe very eyes which 
now are ſo dim, ſhall on that day 
{ce and behold my dear and preci- 
eas Redeemer 3 aibeic the worms eat 
ap my fleſh, yet with thele eyes 
thall I behold God,” even I my ſelf, 
and not another for me. 

53- Then ſhe quoted Foh. 5. 28; 
Marvel mot at this, for the hour is 
coming in which all that are in their 
graves ſhall hear his voice and. come 
forth, thoſe who have dune god unto 
tbe Reſurrcion of Life. Sce Father 
I (hall rife in that day, and then I 

(hall 
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ſhall behold my Redeemer; then 
ſhall he ſay, Come ye bleſſed of my 
Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared 


| for you before the beginning of the 


world. 


54+. Behold now T live, yet mot T, 


| but Chriſt liveth in me and the life 


' that I now live in the fleſh is by the 


faith of the Son of God, who loved 
me and gave himſelf for me. T am 


| ſaved, and that not of my ſelf, it is 


the gift of God, not of works, that | 
no man ſhould boaſt. 

55. My dear Parents, now we 
malt (hortly part, my ſ{peeeh faileth 
me, pray the Lord tor a quict cloſe to 
my combat. 

56, Her Parents replied, Ah our 
dear child how fad is that to us that 
we mult part / She anſwered, I go 
to heaven, and there we ſhall find 
one another 2gain, I go to Jeſus 
Chritt, 

57, Then ſhe comforted her fclf 
0 think of her fecing her preciovs 
brother and fiſtes again in glory, 

Hy l 
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I go to my brother Facob, who did 
ſo much cry and call upon God to 
the laſt moment of his breath: And 
to my little ſiſter, who was but 
three years old when ſhe died : | 
who when we -asked her whether 
ſhe would diez anſwered, yes, if 
it b: the Lords will, Iwill go to 
my little Brother, if it be the Lords 
will, or I will ſtay with my mo- 
ther, if it be the Lords will. Bat 
IT know that I (ſhall die and go to 
heaven, and to God, O fee, how 
fo ſmall a babe had ſo much given 
it to behave it (elf every way, and in 
all things ſo fubmiſhvely to the 
will of God, as if it had no will 
of its own 3 but if it be the will of 
, God, it it pleaſe God, nothing 
* for her, but what was the will and 
' pleaſure of God: And therefore, 
dear Father and Mother , give the 
Lord thanks for this his . free and 
rich grace, and then TI ſhall the more- 
gladly be gone, Be gracious then , 
. 0 Lord, unto me alſo, be oracious 
fo 
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to me. Waſh me thorowly from my 
unrighteouſneſs, and cleanſe me from 
my lin. 

58. Aﬀter this her ſpirit was re- 


| freſhed with the ſenſe of the par- 
, don of her Sins, which made her 


to cry out,” Behold God hath waſh- 
ed away my fins, O how dol long 
to die The Apoſtle aid , Is this 
body we earneſily ſigh and groan, 
longing for our houſe which is in hea» 
ven, that we may be clothed there-- 
with, Now I allo lie here ſhghing 
and longing for that dwelling 


' which is above. In the Jaſt Ser- 


mon which I heard, or ever ſhall 
hear, T heard this in the New 
Church , which is matter of great 
comfort unto me. 

59, Then (he repeated ſeveral 
norable Scriptures which were quo» 
ted in that Sermon, afterward ſhe 
defired to be pray'd with, and put 
petitions info their mouths, viz 
that all her fins might be forgiven, 


that ſhe might have more abundant 
taith 
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faith, and the aſſurance of it; and 
the comfort of that aſſurance, and 
tke continuation and ſtrength of 
thit comfort, according as her ne- 
- cellity ſhould require. Afterwards 
ſhe praycd her felt and continued a 
pretty: (pace. 

60. Waen Prayer was ended, ſhe 
ealled to her father and mother, and 
demanded of them whether ſhe had 
at any time angred or grieved them, 
or done any thing that did not be- 
come her? and begged of them to 
forgive her. 

61. Thev anſwered her, that if 
all children had carri:d themſcIves 
ſo to their Parcnts as ſhe had done, 
there would be lets grief and for: 
row on all hands than there 153 and 
ifany ſuch thing hath eſcaped thee, 
we would forgive it with all our 
hearts, you have done as became a 
good Child, 

* . 62, Her heart beirg quieted with 
her peace with God and her Pas» 
rents, {he began to diſpoſe of her 

Books 5 
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Books; particularly ſhe intreated 
her Mother to keep Mr. De Wit s Ca- 


techiſe LeEures as long As ſhe lived, 
for her ſake, and let my little Siſter 
have my other Book as my remem- 
brance. 

63. Then ſhe ſaid (he felt her 
breat} excecdingly pained, by which 
ſhe knew that her end was very nigh. 
Her father ſpake to her as he was 
able, telling her the Loxd would 
be her ſtrength in the hour of her ne- 
ce{lity. 

64. Yea ( (aid ſhe ) The Lord 5 


[ my Sbepherd, although T paſs through 


the valley of the ſhadow of death, I 
will not fear, for thin art with me, 
thy rad and thy ſtaff. they comfort 
me: and it 15 faid, #he ſufferings 


| of this preſent life are not worthy ts 
' be compared with the glory that ſhall 


be revealed in us. Shall I not ſut- 
fer and indure, (ſeeing my glorious 


| Redecmcr was pleaſed to ſuffer fo 


much for me. O how was he mock- 


e&d and crowned with thorns that 
ne 
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he might purchaſe a Crown of righ- 
tcouſneſs for us: . And that is the 


crown of which Pau} ſpoke, when 


he ſaid, T have fought the good fight, 


I have finiſhed my courſe, 1 have 
kept the faith, henceforth is laid- up 
for me a crown of righteouſneſs , wbich 
the Lord the righteous Fudge ſhall 
give mito me in that day; and not 
only to me, but to all who love bis ap- 
pearing. 8 
65. Te are bought with a price 
therefore Glorifie God with your ſouls 


and bodies which are his; Muſt I not | 


then exalt and bleſs him while I 
have a being ; who hath bought 
me, ye bought me with his blood ? 
Strely he hath born. our griefs , and 
took our infirmities, and we efteemed 
him ſmitten and ſtricken of God : 
Bret he was wounded for our tranſ- 
greſtons and:bruiſed for our ſin , the 
chaſtiſement of our peace was upon 
him, and by bis ſtripes are we healed, 
_ andthe Lord laid upon bim the ini- 
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quity: of us all, Behold the Lamb of | 


God 


| 
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God that taketh away the ſins of the 
world: That Lamb is Jus Chriſt 
who hath ſatisfied for my fins. So 
faith Paul, Ye are waſhed, ye are 
ſanfified , ye are juſtified in the name 
of our Lord Feſus , and throngh be 


| ſpirit of our God. 


66, Myend is now very near , 
now I ſhall put on white raiment 
and be clothed before the Lamb , 
that ſpotleſs Lamb, and with his 
ſpotleſs righteouſneſs. Now are the 
angels making ready to carry my 
ſoul before the throne of God. Theſe 


| are they who are come out of great 


tribulation, who have waſhed their 
robes, and made them white in tbe 
blood of the Lamb. 

67, Sheſpoke this with a dying 
voice, but full of ſpirit and of the 
power of faith. 

68. Her livcly aſſurance ſhe further 
uttred in the words of the Apolie. 
We know that if this earthly houſe, if 
our tabernacle be diſſolv'd, we have one 


which is built of Gad, which is eternal 
7 
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in the heavens, for in this we ſigh for 
our houſe which is in heaven, that we 
may be clothed therewith, 

69. There Father you fee that my 
body is this Tabernacle which now | 
(hall be broken down; my Soul | 
ſhall now part from it, and fhall 
be taken up into the heavenly Para- 
diſe, info that heavenly Jeruſalem. 
T:hexe ſhall Þ dwcll and go no 
more out, but fit and fing, Holy, 
baly, holy is the Lord God of hoſts, 
the Lord of Sabbaths! Her Jaſt 
words were theſez O Lord God | 
into thy hands I commit my ſpirit, 
O-Lord be gratious, be merciful to 
me a poor finner. — And here ſhe 
fell aſleep. 

70. She died the firſt of Seprem- 
ber, 1664, Betwixt ſeven and cight 
in the evcning,, in the fourteenth | 
year of her age; having obtained 
that which ſhe ſo oft intreated of 

the Lord, a quiet and cafie depar- 


ture, and the end of her faith, the 
falvation of her ſoul. 
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Example XII. 


Of the excellent carriage of a Child 
up.n his death bed when but ſeven 
years old. 


Acob Bicks, the Brother of Su" 

| ſannab Bicks, was born in Leiden 
in the year, 1657. and had religi- 
ous education under his godly Pa- 
rents, the which the Lord was plea- 
(ed to ſanGifie to his Convertion , 
and by it lay in excellent provifions 
to live upon in'an hour of diſtreſs. 

2, This ſweet little Child was 
viſited of the Lord of a very fore 
Sickneſs upon the fixth of Auguſt, 
1664. - three or four weeks betore 
his Siſter , of whoſe life and death 
we have given you fome account al- 
ready: in his diſtemper he was 
for the moft part very ſleepy and 
droufie till near his death, but 
when he did wake he was wont Hl 


| 


| to falla praying. 


3- Once when his Parents had 
| prayed 
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prayed with him , they asked him 


if they ſhould once more (end for 
No ( faid he )) I will 
have the Doctor no more; the 


the Phyſician ? 


Lord will help me: I know he 
will take me to himfelf, and then 
he ſhall help all. 

4 Ah my dear child, faid his 
Father, that grieveth my heart : 
Well ſaid the Child ) Father let us 
pray, and the Lord ſhall be near for 
my helper, 

When his Parents had prayed 
with him again, he faid, come now 
dear Father and Mother and kiſs me, 
I know that I ſhall die. 

6. Farewell dear Father and Mo- 
ther, Farewell dear fifier, fareyell all. 
Now hall !I go 
God and Jefxs Chriſt , and the 
holy angels : Father, know you 
not what is ſaid by Feremiah : Bleſſed 
is be who traſteth in the Lord: now 
I truſt in him, and he will bleſs 
me, And in 1 Fohx2. it Is faid, 
Little Children love not the world, for 
the world paſſeth away. 7.A- 


co heaven unto ' 
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7. Away then all that is in the 
world , away with all my plcafanc 
things in the world : away with my 
Dagger for where I go thereis 
nothing to do with Daggers and 
Swords 3 men ſhall not fight there 
but praiſe God, Away with all my 
books z there ſhall I know fuffic- 
ently , and be learned in all things 
of truc wiſdom without books. 

8. His Father being touched to 


ſhear his child ſp:ak at this rate 


could not well tell what to fay 3 
but, my dear child, the Lord will be 
near thee and uphold thee. 

9. YeaFather ( faidhe) the A- 
poltle Peter faith, God reſiſteth the 
proud], but be giveth grace to the 


Themble, I ſhall humble my ſelf 


under the mighty - hand of God , 
and he ſhall help and lift me up : 

Io. Omy dear child, faid his 
Father, haſt thou ſo ſirong a faith ? 

I1. Yea, ſaid the Child, God 
hath given me fo firong a faith up+ 
on himſelf through Jeſus _ 
tnat 


| ſhall ſing, holy, boly, holy, is the Lord 
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that the Devil himſelf ſhall! flee 
from me, for it 1s ſaid, He who 
believeth in the Son hath everlaſting 


. life, and he hath oucrcome the wicked | 


one. Now I believe in Jeſus Chrifk 


my Redeemer, and he will not | 


leave or forſake me, but ſhall give 
unto me cternall lite, and then I 


of Sabbath. 

(2, Then with a ſhore word of 
Prayer, Loxd be merciful to me a 
poor ſinner, he quietly breathed 
oat his Soul, and {tweetly ſlept in 
Jeſus when he was about ſeven 
years Old, He dicd Auguſt 8, 
1664. 


Hallelujah. 
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Example XII. 


Of one that began to look, towards 
Heaven, when he was very young , 
with many eminent paſſages of bis 
life, an4 his joyful death , when he 
was eleven years and three quarters 


old. 


1. T Ohn Harvy was born in Lou- 

don, in the year 1654. His Fa- 
ther was a Dutch Merchant, he was 
piouſly educated under his virtuous 
mother, and ſoon began to ſuck in 
divine things with no ſmall de- 
light. 

2, The firſt thing very obſcr- 
vable in him was, that when he 
was two years and eight months 
old, he could fpeak as well as other 
children do uſually at five years 
old, 

3- His Parents judging that he 
was then a little to young to ſend 
out to ſchoo],- let him have his 

D liÞerty, 
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liberty to play a little about their 
yard, but inſtead of playing, he 
found out a ſchool of his own ac- 
cord hard by home, and went to 
the ſchool- Miſtriſs, and intreated 
"her fo teach him to read, and ſo he 
went for ſome time to ſchool without 
the knowledge of his Parents, and 
-madea very firange progreſs in his 
learning, & was able to read diſtinq- 
ly before moſt Children are able to 
know their Itters- 

4. He was wont toask many ſeri. 
ous and weighty queltions about mat- 
ters which concerned his foul and 

Eternity. 

5, His Mother being greatly 
troubled upon the death of one of 
his Uncles, this Child came to his 
Mother, and ſaid; Mother, thongh 
my Uncle be dead, doth not the 
Scripture ſay , he muſt riſe again ; 
yea, and I muſt die, and Io muſt 
every body, and it will not be long 


before Chriftt will come to.judge the 
world 
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world and then- we (hall ſee one 
another again, I pray Mother do 
not weep ſo much. This grave 
Counſel he gave his Mother, when 
he was not quite five years old, 
by which her: ſorrow for her Bro- 
ther was turned into admiration at 
her Child, and ſhe was made to fit 
filent and quiet under that ſmarting 
liroKe. 

9. Afﬀteer this, his Parents re- 
moved to Aberdeen 1n Scotland, 
and fetled their Child under an 
able and a painful School Maſter 
there ,whoſe cuftome was upon the 
Lords day in the morning , to 
examine this fſchollexs concerning 
the Sermons that they had heard 
the former Lords day, and to add 
ſome other queſtions which might 
try the underſtanding and know- 
ledge of his Schollers 3 the queſtion 
that was once propoſed to his form 
was, whether God had a mother ? 
none of all the'Schollars could anſwer 
Te, till it came to Fohy FHarvy . 

D 2 who 
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who being asked , whether God had 


a Mother, anſwered noz as he 
was God, he could not have a Mo- 
ther, but as he was man,' he had; 
this was before he was quite fix years 
old. His Maſter was ſomewhat 
amazed at the Childs anſwer, and 
t0k the firſt opportunity to go 
to his Mother, to thank her tor 
inſtructing her Son fo well, _ but 
ſhe replyed', that he was never 
caught that from' her, but that he 
urd«ritood it by reading, and his 
.own obſervation... | 

7. He was a Child that was 
extraoidinary inquflitive, 'and full 
of good queſtions, and very careful 
to obſerve and remember what he 
heard. | 

8. He had a great hatred of 
whatſoever he knew to be dil- 
plealing to God, and was fo 
greacly concerned for the honour 


of God , that he would take on | 


 bitrerly , if that any groſs ſins were 
committed before him. And he 
had 
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had a, deep ſenſe of the worth of 
Souls , and was not a little grieved 
when he ſaw any. one do thac which 


[he knew was dangerous t9 thcir 


Souls, 

9.” One day ſceing one of his ' 
near'Relations come into his Fa- 
thers Houle diftemper'd with drink 
as he thought , he quickly wene 
very {{criouily to him and w: pt ovir 
him, that he. ſhould fo offend God. 
and hazard h's Soul, and beg'd Ur 
him to ſpend his time b<tter then in 
drinking and gaming, and this he 


did , without any- inſtruction from 


his parents, but from an inward 
princip'e of grace, and love to God 
and ſouls as it is verily believed. 

Io. Whenhe was at play with 
other Children, he would be often 
times putting in ſome word to keep 
them from naughty talk, or wicked 
actions, and it any did take the 


| -Lords name 1n vain, or do any thing 


that was fiot becoming of a good 


"Child, they ſhould ſoon hear of 5t 


D 3 with 
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with a witneſs z nay once hearing 
a boy ſpeak very profancly ; and 
that after two or three admonitions, 
he would not forbear nor go out of 
his company neither, he was fo 
tranſported with zeal, that he could 
not forbcar falling upon ham to beat 
him 3 but his Mother ehiding of him 
for it, he ſaid, that he could not 
indure to hear the name of God fo a> 
buſed by a wretched boy. This is ob» 
ſerved not to vindicate the a&, but to 
take notice of his zeal. 

It. He was a Child that took 
great delight in the Company of 
00d men, and eſpecially, Mini- 
tters and Schollersz and if he had 
any leiſure time, he would jmprove 


"© it by viſiting of ſuch , whole dif- 


courſe might make him wiſer and 


better; and when he was in their | 


ſociety, to be ſure, his talk was more 


like a Chriliian and Scholler, then a 


Child. 


12. One day after S:hool time | 


was. over,, he gave Mr. Andrew 


Kant | 
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Kant ( one of the Miniſters of 
Aberdeen ) a viſit, and asked him 
ſeveral ſolid queſtions, but che good 
man asked him ſome queſtions out 
of his Catechiſm: and fading hin 
not ſo rcady in the anſwers as he 
ſhould have been, did a little re- 
prove him , and told, him, that he 
mult be ſure to get his Catechiſm 
perfectly by heart; the Child'took 
the reproof very well, and went 
home and fell very hot upon his 
Catechiſm, and never lefe, till he 
got it by heart, and not only ſo, but 
he would be enquiring into the ſenſe. 
and meaning of it. | 

13. Hewas fogreatly taken with 
his Catechiſm, that he was not con- 
tent fo learn it himſclf but he would 
b: putting others upon learning 
their Catechiſm , eſpeciaily, thole 
that were nearelt to him 3 he could 
not be ſatisfied, till he had perſwa- 
ded his Mothers Maids . to leara it, 
and when they were at work , he 
would be till following them with 
D 4. 
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'ome gnod queſtion or other 3 fo 
[hat the Chi!d ſeemed to be taken 
vp with the thoughts of his Soul 
and Gods honour, and the good of 
wthers Souls, 

14. He was” a conſcicntious 
oblcrver of the Lords day, ſpend- 
ng ail the time} either in ſecret 
prayer , or reading the Sciiptures, 
and good books; Learning of his 
Catechiſm, ard learning of the Word 
ot God, and publick duties 3 and was 
. EOt only careful in the performance 
of theſe Cuties himſelf, but was ready 
(Oo. put ajl that he knew vpcn a ſirit 
ob{crvation of the Lords day and 
was exccedingly grieved at the pro- 
fanation of it 3 one Lords day a fer- 
vant of his Fathers going out ot the 
houſe upon an extraordinary OC- 
caltoa to ferch ſome Brer, he 
took on fo bitterly, that he could 
ſcaice be pacified, becauſe that 
holy day was ſp abuſed (as he judged) 
1a his fathers houſe. 

15 When he was betwixe fix 
and 
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and ſeven years old, it pleaſed 
God to afflict him with ſore eyes 
which- was no {mall exerciſe to 
him, becauſe it kept him from 
School which he loved as well 
as many boys do their play, 
and that which was worle , he 
was commanded by the Daodtor 
not to read any Book whaclſo- 
ever, at home. But, O how 
was this poor Child grieved, that 
he might not have liberty co read 
the holy Scriptures; and for all 
their charge, he would get by 
himſelf, and (tand by the windozys, 
and read the Bible and good Books 3 
yea he was fo greedy ot reading the. 
Scripture, and took ſo much de» 
light in'it , that he would ſcarce 
allow himſelf ſometimes time to: 
dreis himſelf for reading, the 
Word of God was his great . de- 
light. Yea, though he hath been 
b:ar for ftadying fo mvucit, yet: 
judging it Gods comman.i thac 
he ſhould give Eimfelt up to read 
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ing, he ccould'not be beat off from 
It, till he was fo bad, that he had 
like never to have recovered his fight 
more. 

16. It was his practice. to be 
much by himſelf in ſecret prayer, 
and he was careful to manage that 
work , fo as that it might be as 
{ecret- as poſſible it- might be , but 
his frequency and conſtancy made 
X to be fo caſfily obſerved , upon 
which , one time one having a 
great mind to know. what this 
{weet babe prayed: for, got intoa 
place near him, aud heard: him 
very earneftly praying for the 
Church of God , deſiring that the 
Kingdom of the Goſpel might be 
{pread over the whole world, and 
tac the kingdom of grace might 
more and- more. come into the 
hearts. of Gods people, and that 
the Ringdome of glory might be 
haſtned.. He was wont to con- 
nue half an hour, ſometimes an hour, 
upon his knees together;. 
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17. He was much above the 


| vanities that moſt Children are 


taken with, and was indeed too much , 
a man to livelong. 

18. He was very humble and mo- 
deſt, and did by no means aft 
ftineneſs in apparrel, but hated any 
thing more than neccflaries cither in 
cloths or diet. 

19, When he perceived either. 
his Brother or Sifter pleaſed with. 
their new clothes, he would with 
a great deal of gravity reprove their 
folly, and when his reproof fig- 
nificd little, he would bewall their. 
vanity. 

20. Once he had a new ſuit 
brought from the Tailors, which. 
when he looked on, he found fome_ 
ribbons at the knees, at which 
he was grieved : asking his Mo- 
ther , whether thoſe things wou'd. 
keep him warm, No, Chi'd laid. 
his Mother ; why then faid he, 
do you ſuffer them to be put here, 
you are miſtaken, it you think ' 
luck, 
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ſuch things pleaſe me and I doubt 
ſome that are better then us, may 
want the money that this cott you 
tobuy them bread. 
21, He would intreat his Mo- 
ther to have a care of gratitying 
a proud humour in his Brother 
and Siſters, he did tell thern of the 
danger of pride, and how little 
reaſon they chad to be proud of 
th2t which was their (hame 3 for 
faid he, if it had not been for (in 
we ſhould. have had no ne:d of 
Cleaths.. 
22, At kiſore times,. he would 
be ta'king to his School-fcllows a- 
bout the things of God, and urge 
the neceſſity of a holy Life z that 
. text he much ſpoke on to them 3 2he 
\. Axe is laid to the root of the tree, 
'* and every tree that bringath not 
| ferth good fruit, is hon down 
|. and caſt into the firs, Evcry Mo- 
- thers Chi'd of us that doth not 
bring fo:th th2 fruit ot cood 
pv: rks, tall thortly be cut down 
with 
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| with the axe of Gods wrath, and 


catt into the fire of Hell; and this 
he ſpake like one: that believed 
and felt the power of what he 
ſpake, and not with the leaſt vi- 
fibility of a childiſh levity of ſpi- 
rit, This was, when he was be- 
tween (even ard eight years old , 
and it he perceived any Children 
unconcerned about therr Souls, he 
would be greatly troubled at it. 

23. After this , his Parents re- 
moved not far from Lexdon, where 
he contioued till that dreadful 
year fixty tives he was then ſent 
to. the latine School, where he ſoon 
made a very conſiderable Pro- 
preſs and was greatly beloved of 
his Miſter 3 the School was his be- * 
loved place, and learning his re- 
creation, Hs was never taught to 


| write , but took it of his own 
| 10genuitye 


24.. He was exceeding dutiful - 


i to his Parents and ncyer did m 


the laſt diſpute their command , 
( exc: pr, 
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1 

( except, when he thought they | 
might croſs the command of God ) Jl 
as in the forementioned buſineſs | 
of reading the Scriptures when his [ 
eyes were (o bad. 

25. He was exceeding content- | | 
ed with any mean diet , and to be | 
ſare he would not touch a bit of | 
any thing till he had begged Gods | 
bleſſing upon it. 

:- 26, He would put his Brother | | 
and Sifter upon their dutics, and | 
| 
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obſerve them whether they per- ; 
formed it or no, and when he ſaw | 
any negleQ, he would ſoon warn 
them it he ſaw any of them take | 
a ſpoon into their hands before 
they had craved a bleſling,he ſaid that | 
is juſt like a hog indeed. E 
27. His Siſter was afraid of 
the darkneſs, and would fome- | 
times cry , upon this account » he 
told her , ſhe muſt fear God more, 
and ſhe need then be afraid of | 
nothing. \- 
28, He would humbly put his | 
: near | 
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1ey p_ Relations upon their duty, 
d ) | and minding the concerns of their 
els | Souls and Eternity , with more 
his | ſeriouſneſs and life, and to have 
| a care of doing that which was for 
it- ( the diſhonour of God and the hazard 
be | of the Soul, 
of i 29. He was of a compaſſionate 
ds and charitable difpofition , and 
very pitiful to the poor , or any 
er | that were in difireſs, but his grea- - 
nd | teſt pity was to poor Souls; and 
'r- as well as he could, he would be 
w \ putting Children, Play-fcllows , fer- 
rn | vants, neighbours, upon minding 
ke their poor ſouls. 
re 30, One notable inſtance of 
at | his true charity, I cannot omit. 
|. A certain Turk was by the pro- 
of vidence of God caſt in the place: 
& | where he lived, which this ſweet 
ic Child hearing of had a great pity. 
e, | to his Soul, and ſtudied how he 
of | might be any way inſtrumental 
| | to do it good , at laſt finding a. 
s% | man that underſiood the. lan- 
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guage of the Turk, he uſed mcans | 


to get them together, which he 
at laſt procured ; the firſt thing 
that he did, was to put hiz friend 
upon diſcourfing with the Turk 
about his - principles, whether he 
acknowledged a Deity which the 
Turk owaing 3 the next - thing he 
inquired. after, was, - what he 
thought of the Lord Jeſus Chriti, 
At which the Turk was troubled 
and put off the diſcourſe, and 
faid , he was athirſt and an hun- 
ory > Wiich the Child being in- 
formed of » by the interpreter , 


immediately went to a Brew-houſe | 


near at. hand (his own houſe be- 


ing far off) and did intreat the | 


Miſter of the Brewhouſe, to give 


him ſome Brer for the Turk, and | 


the argument he uſed was this; 
Sir, here is a poor ltranger that is 
athuſt, we know not where we: 


may be caſt before we dye; he | 


went to another place and begged 
tood for.him; ufing the ſame at- 


gurment | 


PT SITCOR 


a” SISA 4 


a<eS AAA XK a. aun. Ce a. 


<tr Pn, (5 ww oy my muwoap<y Gay wmS my & 


| 
| 
| 
| C 
in 


lt; 


for Children. $1 


gument as before, but his friends 
| hearing of it, were avgry with 
him, but he told them he did it 
| for a poor ſtranger that was far 
' from home, and he did it that he 
; might think the better of the 
' Chriſtians, and the Chriſtian Reli- 
p1ON, 

31. He would have a favoury 
| word to ſay to every one that he 
'converſed with, to put them in 
mind of the worth of Chrift and 
' their Souls; and their nearne(s to 


* \ Eternity. Inſomuch, that good 


pcople took no ſmall pleaſure in 
'his company. The Taylor that 
made his cioths, would keep them 
| the longer before he brought chem 
home, that he might have-«he 
| benefit of his ſpiritual and Chri- 
' flian ſociety; and more frequent 
| vilts, | 

| 32, He bewailed the miſerable 
| condition ot the generalicy of 
\man-kind, ( when he was about 
[ten years old ) that were utterly 
| eſtranged 
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efiranged from God, though they 
called him Father , yet they were 
his Children only by Creation , 
and not by any likeneſs they had to 
God, or intereſt in him. 

33+ Thus he continued walking 


in the ways of God, ingaged in | 
reading,. praying, hearing the Word: | 
of God, and ſpiritual diſcourſe, dif- 


covering thereby his ſerious thoughts 
of Eternity. 


34. He had an carneſt deſire, | 


tn i might be the Lords good | 


pleaſure , to give himſelf up to the 
Eord in the work of the Miniltry, 
it he ſhould livez and this out 
of a dear love t> Chriſt , and 
Souls. 

35- He was (next to the Bible) 


moſt taken with reading of Re- | 


verend Mr. Baxters works , elpect- 
ally his Saines Everlaſting Reſt 3 and 
truly, the thoughts of that Reſt, 
.and Eternity 3 feemed to ſwallow 
up all other thoughts ,; and he lived 


in a conſtant preparation for it, and 
look'd 


| 
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{looked more like one that was ripe 
{for glory, then an inhabitant of this 
lower world. 
36, When he was about eleven 
[years and three quarters old, his 
, Mothers houſe was viſited with 
| the Plague; his eldeſt fiſter was 
| the firſt chat was viſited with this 
diſtemper, and when they were 
praying for her, he would fob and 
weep bitterly 
| 37. As ſoon as heperceived that 
{ his Siſter was dead, he faid, the will 
| of the Lord be done, Blefled be the. 
'Lord,, dear Mother, (aid he, you 
| mult do as David did, after the 
| Child was dead, h e went and re- 
| freſhed himſelf, and quietly ſubmit- 
| ted fo the will of God, 
38. The reſt of the family held 
| well for about fourtcen dayes, which 
| time he ſpent in religious duties and. 
preparing for his death ; but till his 
great Book was the Saints Reft 5 
which he read with exceeding curi- 
olity, gathering many obſervations 
out 
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out of it in writing for his own uſe. 
He wrote ſeveral divine meditations 
of his own, upon ſeveral Saubjeas, 
but that which feemed moſi admi- 
rable, was a meditation upon the ex- 


cellency of Clirift; he was never 


well now but when he was more 
immediately ingaged in the ſervice 
of God. 

39, At fourteen days end, he 


was taken fick , at which he ſecm- | 
ed very patient and cheerful, yet | 


ſometimes he would (ay that his pain 
was great. | 

40. His Mother looking upon 
his Brother .. ſhaked her head, at 
which he asked, if his Brother were 
marked; ſheanſwered, yes Cinld ? 
he asked again, whether he were 
marked,” ſhe anſwered nothing 3 
well fays he, I know I {hall be? 
marked ; I pray let me have MÞ. 


Bzrters Book, that I may read a | 
little more oft Eternity before I go | 


into it» His Mother told him that 
he was not able to read > he faid; 
that 


| 
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[that he wasz however then pray 


by me, and for mez His Mother 
anſwered, that ſhe was fo full of 


{gricf-, chat (he could not pray now 3 
|but ſhe deſired to! hear him pray--his 
[laſt prayer. 


41. His Mother asked bim, whe 
ther he were willing todie,” . and 
leave her, he anſwered yes, I am 
| willing, to; leave you, and go to my 
| heavenly .Father. His Mother an- 


| | ſwered, Child, If thou had but an 


aſlurance of Gods love I ſhould not 
be ſo much troubled. 
42, He anſwered, and faid 'to 


| his Mother, I am aſſured , dear 


Mother , that, my ſins are forgiven, 
and that I (ball go to Heaven, for 


| faid he, here ood an Angel by 


me, that told me, I ſhould quickly 
| be in glory. 

43- At this, his Mother burſt 
forth into tears, O Mother, ſaid he, 
did you but know what joy I feel, 
you would not weep, but reJoyce. 
I ell you I am fo full of — 
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that I cant tell you how I am; O 
Mother I (hall preſently have my 


head in my Fathers boſome, and 
ſhall be there, where the Four and 


Twemty Elders caſt down thiir Crowns | 


and ſing Hallelujab, Glory and Praiſe, 
to him that fits upon the Throne: and 
wato the Lamb for ever. 

44. Upon this, his ſpeech began 
to'fail him; but his Soul feemed (til! 
to. be taken up with glory, and no- 
thing now grieved him but the'ſGr- 
row that he faw his Mother to bein 
for his death a little ro divert his 
Mother, he asked her, what ſhe had 


to Supper , but preſently in a kind |. 


of divine Rapture, hecried -out, O 


| 


| 
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what a ſweet Supper have I makiog | 


ready for me 1 glory, 


45- But ſeeing all this did rather | 


increaſe then allay his Mothers grief, 
he was more troubled, and asked 


her, what ſhe meant, thus to offend | 


God; know you not, that it 1s the 
hand of the Almighty. Humble 
your ſelf nuder the mighty band of 


God, 
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© | God, lay your felf in'the duſt, and 
ny kiſs the rod of God, and let me fee 
4 |you do it in token of your ſub- 
44 | miſſion wo the . will of God, /and 
77 | bow before him, Upon which 
ſe, Faifing' up himſelf a little, he gave 
4 |a lowly bow, and ſpake no more : 
| but went chearfully and triamphingly 
'to Reſt, in the bolome of Jelus. 


an 
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| Hallelujah. 
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